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Chief  Lott  was  Bible-toting 
cop,  pistol-packing  preacher 


In  photographs  taken  coincidentally 
the  day  after  Merita  KoH's  interview, 
Chief  Lott  fingerprints  one  ^  the  chiL 
dren.  " 


By  Merita  KoU 

(Printed  in  Sunflower  County  Times,  Feb.  23,  1984.) 


Police  Chief  Lott  was  the  subject  of  lance  as  it  turned  in  at  the  hospital  Bill,  as  his  friends  called  him,  died  Lott  also  hopes  to  establish  better  you  are  helping  them  body,  soul,  and 

my  first  story  in  feature  writing  nearby.  1  remember  feeling  sick  as  I  doing  what  he  liked  best,  answering  relations  with  the  public.  He  says,  “If  spirit.’’ 

class.  I  was  putting  the  finishing  got  in  the  car  and  drove  toward  town  'the  call  of  someone  in  need.  we  can  esta6lish  a  good  rapport  with  -I'yg  never  had  to  null  mv  eun  on 

touches  on  the  final  draft.  Just  two  to  the  Standard  Station  to  see  if  the  His  life  which  just  moments  before  our  people  a  lot  of  our  problems  are  anybody  I  haye  fired  waminc  shots 

more  questions  and  that  would  be  it.  I  men  there  knew  anything  more,  was  brimming  with  activities  of  the  solved.  But  a  badge  and  a  gun  causes  into  the  air  but  usuallv  if  I  ever  set 

dialed  City  Hall  and  asked  for  Chief  When  I  pulled  in,  they  were  in  a  tight  present  had  suddenly  become  a  some  people  to  turn  against  you.  mv  hands  on  th#>m  l  ran  hanrflp 

Lott.  The  answer  was,  “He  isn’t  here  group  talking  so  low  I  had  to  get  out  of  parenthesis  in  eternity.  People  need  to  know  we  aren’t  just  wrestle  with  them  at 

right  now,  he  is  out  on  a  call.  I’ll  have  the  car  to  hear.  They  said  Chief  Lott  The  following  story  is  from  an  in-  the  enforcer,  but  we  are  here  to  help  .impc  hut  if  i  ran  inst  manaor  to  ort 
him  call  you  as  soon  as  he  returns.”  was  dead,  killed  in  an  accident  in-  terview  I  had  with  him  about  two  and  listen.”  j  j 

-  About  five  minutes  later  the  phone  volving  the  city  fire  truck.  The  truck  weeks  before  his  death.  I  left  it  in  the  Lott  reached  around  behind  him  Chief  Lott  is  armored  with  two 

rang  and  the  same  voice  said,  “Chief  s^ck  his  patrol  car  as  the  two  vehi-  present^  to  show  what  he  tried  to  and  pulled  a  Bible  from  his  bookshelf,  hundred-forty-five  pounds  of  solid 

Lott  has  been  involved  in  an  accident  cles  were  responding  to  a  call.  accomplish  while  he  lived.  He  said  “I  keep  a  Bible  in  my  office  meat 

and  is  seriously  hurt,  so  he  probably  The  news  put  a  pall  over  our  town.  ^  and  I  use  it  some  times  in  some  ways  '  u  ,,  u 

won’t  be  returning  your  call  anytime  It  happened  around  5:00  in  the  after-  denendinc  on  the  nerson  I’m  dealinv  ^  preacher  con- 

soon."  noon  Feb.l4.ForRulevmeUiedoy  -  „„  SI  » policeman? 

I  heard  the  scream  of  the  ambu-  of  hearts  had  come  to  a  sad  close.  helDinn  them  ”  “Both  are  equally  important  to  me. 

When  60  school  children  filed  They  don’t  clash  at  all;  both  involve 

___  through  city  jail  in  Ruleville  last  ^e  attended  Mississippi  Delta  helping  people,  and  I’ve  always 


Being  behind  bars  isn't  so  bad— when  you're  five  years  old.  The  kindergartners 
got  to  see  the  inside  of  the  city  jail  cells.  Photos  by  Cindy  Herring.  ^ 
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Two  members  of  the  Ruleville  kindergarten  classes  find  out  "first  hand"  what 
it’s  like  to  be  handcuffed. 


The  ereche  in  Christmas 


Somehow  I  believe  I  will  have  to 
agree  with  the  United  States  Sup¬ 
reme  Court’s  decision  concerning  the 
use  of  a  nativity  scene  for  Christmas 
decorations  on  public  property.  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  the  point  of 
accepting  the  majority  opinion  of  the 
court  in  its  reason  for  making  its  de¬ 
cision,  however. 

In  the  first  place,  if  we  are  going  to 
observe  Christmas,  then  a  nativity 
scene  certainly  is  in  order.  If  it  is  a 
violation  of  the  principle  of  the  sep¬ 
aration  of  church  and  state  to  use 
such  a  scene  for  Christmas  decora¬ 
tions,  then  I  would  have  to  submit 
that  to  obseiVe  the  Christmas  holiday 
at  all  in  the  public  sector  would  be 
just  as  much  of  a  violation. 

Now  some  of  my  acquaintances 
who  know  me  to  be  a  strict 
separationist  when  it  comes  to 
church  and  state  are  going  to  pre¬ 
sume  that  I  have  departed  from  my 
senses  in  making  such  a  statement, 
and  perhaps  I  have.  If  so,  it  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  that  statement,  how¬ 
ever.  It  is  simply  that  I  feel  that  if 
Christmas  is  to  be  observed  at  all, 
then  the  fact  that  it  is  the  observation 
of  the  birth  of  Christ  cannot  be  sepa¬ 
rated  from  it.  And  if  1  had  been  mak- 


using  the  nativity  scene  (or  creche) 
had  a  secular  as  well  as  a  religious 
purpose.  I  don’t  think  so.  If  the  nativ¬ 
ity  scene  is  not  purely  religious,  then 
it  shouldn’t  be  used ;  because  to  use  it 
otherwise  would  s^m  almost  to  pro¬ 
fane  the  occasion  which  it  repre¬ 
sents.  Burger  added  that  the  creche 
does  not  have  the  primary  effect  of 
advancing  religion.  Again,  there  is  no 
other  reason  for  using  it.  Then  he 
added  that  its  use  does  not  involve  an 
excessive  entanglement  of  church 
and  state.  I  disagree  there,  too;  for  it 
is  a  Christian  symbol,  and  I  don’t 
know  how  much  more  of  an  entang¬ 
lement  there  could  be. 

I  do  agree  with  the  minority  opin¬ 
ion  that  states  that  to  use  the  nativity 
scene  confers  the  prestige  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  on  the  beliefs  associated 
with  the  creche.  I  understand  the 
concern  that  says  “the  effect  on 
minority  religious  groups,  as  well  as 


Guest  opinion  . 


on  those  who  may  reject  all  religion, 
is  to  convey  the  message  their  views 
are  not  similarly  worthy  of  public 
recognition.’’ 

I  am  aware  that  there  will  be  those 
who  will  seek  to  use  my  position  as  a 
platform  of  support  for  structured 
prayer  in  the  public  school.  But  there 
is  a  difference.  To  see  structured 
prayer  in  the  public  school,  those 
supporting  the  effort  would  be  seek¬ 
ing  to  impose  their  particular  view¬ 
point  upon  society  as  a  whole.  In  the 
case  of  Christmas ,  the  entirety  of  soc¬ 
iety  has  taken  for  itself  our  religious 
observation. 

I  don’t  think  that  we  can  stop  our 
society  as  a  whole  from  observing 
(Christmas.  If  there  is  to  be  such  a 
wholesale  observation,  however,  I 
feel  that  our  religious  symbols  should 
not  be  felt  to  be  out  of  place.  ’They 
shouldn’t  be  mandatory,  but  neither 
should  they  be  ruled  out. 


•  • 


‘'IXL  MAKe  A  PeAL 
WITH  vou,  pere^vLL 
WATCH  VPU  W/ORK 
TOPAY  AMP  YOU  COWie 
^  TO  CHURCH  AND 
watch  Me  WORK 
^  SuNPAy  /"  ^ 


ing  the  decision  for  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  is  the  basis  on  which  I 
would  have  come  up  with  the  same 
decision  that  the  court  did. 

We  don’t  have  to  celebrate  Oirist- . 
mas  throughout  the  whole  of  our  soc¬ 
iety,  but  we  do.  It  is  a  Christian 
observation  that  the  world  has 
adopted  for  itself.  And  if  the  world  is 
to  adopt  our  observation,  then  I  feel 
the  world  should  be  prepared  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  Christian  symbols  that  go 
along  with  it. 

The  court  has  a  three-pronged  test 
by  which  it  generally  seems  to  judge 
church-state  matters.  I  have  to  dis¬ 
agree  with  the  conclusions  that  <^ief 
Justice  Warren  E.  Burger  utilized  in 
writing  his  majority  opinion.  He  said 
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You  preachers  shut  up  antd  listen  to  a 

layman  —  for  a  change! 


I’m  fed  up  to  my  Adam’s  apple  with 
all  this  gobbledy-goop  from  you 
preachers,  classifying  each  other  a 
liberal,  conservative,  moderate, 
ultra-liberal,  ultra-conservative! 
Don’t  you  know  that  what  you  may 
consider  liberal  views  may  be  mod¬ 
erate  to  me  or  what  I  might  consider 
moderate  views  may  be  conservative 
to  someone  else? 

Who  gave  you  the  right  to  classify 
anyone  except  yourself? 

An  ad-hoc  committee  of  six  lay 
people  went  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Cktnvention  in  New  Orleans  because 
of  our  grave  concerns  for  the  future 
of  our  convention  program,  caused 
by  your  fighting  among  yourselves 
over  what  you  termed  “inerrancy  of 
the  scriptures’’  but  what  in  actuality 
was  a  political  fight  for  control  of  the 
offices  of  the  convention.  We  re¬ 
quested  and  received  a  hearing  with 
the  Executive  Committee  of  SBC,  at 
which  we  expressed  our  concern  and 
asked  them  to  adopt  a  resolution  and 
pass  it  on  to  the  convention  calling  on 
everyone  to  love  one  another  as 
Christ  loved  them  and  not  do  any¬ 
thing  that  would  lead  to  conflict. 

’The  Executive  0>mmittee,  in  its 
wisdom,  decided  that  if  there  was  to 
be  conflict,  it  should  be  on  the  floor  of 
the  convention  assembled,  so  that  the 
convention  might  resolve  the  conflict 
as  the  Holy  Spirit  led  it.  The  leaders 
of  the  Executive  Ck)mmittee  assured 
us  that  they  would  do  all  they  could, 
individuallv  however,  to  hold  down 
dissension.  Then  president-elect 
Draper,  in  particular,  expressed  his 
concern  and  promised  to  do  every¬ 
thing  he  could  to  level  out  the  rough 


By  And) 

spots.  How  well  he  succeeded  was 
evidenced  in  the  Pittsburgh  meeting 
which  I  think  everyone  agrees  was 
the  most  harmonious  convention  in 
recent  years.  We  are  grateful  to  (kxl 
for  President  Draper  and  his  being 
willing,  under  the  Holy  Spirit’s  gui¬ 
dance,  to  take  control  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  and  lead  us  through  a  very  trying 
time. 

The  ad-hoc  lay  committee  is  not 
seeking  any  credit  or  recognition  be¬ 
cause  of  its  effort,  but  we  simply 
want  you  preachers  to  know  that 
sometimes  we  do  think,  sometimes 
we  do  have  concerns,  and  sometimes 
we  act  because  of  deep  convictions; 
you  are  not  the  only  ones  God  will 
lead,  if  we  let  him. 

But  now  I  am  beginning  to  hear  dif¬ 
ferent  preachers  saying,  “Just  wait 
until  we  get  to  Kansas  ciity.  ’The  fur 
will  fly  there.’’  If  it  does,  I  pray  that 
President  Draper  will  again  take 
control;  and  wldle  I  don’t  object  to 
full  discussion  or  even  a  little  scrap,  I 
hope  that  we  can  have  it  without 
anger  and  bitterness  and  that  we  can 
still  love  each  other  as  Christian 
brothers. 

Now,  let’s  take  a  look  at  some  of  the 
things  you  claim  you  are  fighting 
about  and  see  how  utterly  ridiculous 
you  arguments  really  are. 

I  do  not  believe  we  have  a  preacher 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
that  does  not  believe  that  God  has 
given  us  his  message  in  the  Bible,  but 
God  is  Spirit  and  his  message  is 
Spirit.  I  am  certain  in  my  own  mind 
that  he  would  never  so  handicap  his 
message  as  to  allow  his  oltiinate  and 
complete  message  to  the  fallibility  of 
ancient  (or  modem,  for  that  matter) 


Rainey 

scribes,  assuming  to  them  any  de¬ 
gree  of  inspiration  that  you  wish. 
’This  ultimate  and  complete  message 
could  only  come  through  Christ, 
God’s  only  begotten  Son,  who  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit  make  up 
the  ’Trinity— one  God! 

Then  again  as  to  the  ultimate  and 
complete  message  as  brought  to  us  in 
Christ,  we  are  faced  with  human 
apostles,  disciples,  writers  who  dis¬ 
agreed  among  themselves  as  to  what 
his  message  was  actually  saying. 
You  will  recall  that  the  Apostle  Paul 
“opposed  him  (Peter)  to  his  face’’ 
because  of  Peter’s  beliefs  concerning 
the  gentiles. 

What  I  am  trying  to  say  is  that  the 
message  is  the  important  thing,  and 
let’s  not  try  to  take  something  that  is 
Spirit  and  reduce  it  to  material.  To  do 
so  is  actually  idolatry,  which  God 
forbids! 

God  is  continuing  to  expand  our 
knowledge  of  him  and  his  message. 
When  (Christ  left  his  disciples  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Father,  they  had  an  in- 
(XHnplete  knowledge  of  his  message. 
’They  interpreted  what  they  could; 
but  several  years  later  the  Apostle 
Paul  was  given  a  more  complete  un¬ 
derstanding,  according  to  the  in¬ 
terpretations  we  have  of  their  writ¬ 
ings. 

I  believe  that  we  have,  in  the  last  SO 
years,  received  more  revelation  for  a 
better  understanding  of  God’s  mes¬ 
sage  than  was  received  in  the 
millenia  prior.  ’The  Holy  Spirit  is  pre¬ 
paring  us  for  (Christ’s  second  coming 
that  we  may  be  more  useful  in  the 
Kingdom  he  will  establish  here  on 
earth. 

We  had  better  learn  to  love  each 


other,  be  understanding  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  among  us,  and  join  hands  and 
hearts  together  in  following  Clirist’s 
great  commission  to  us  to  “go  into  all 
the  world  — ’’  as  we  have  promised 
that  we  will  do  in  Bold  Mission 
Thrust.  We  are  going  to  be  held  more 
accountable  than  previous  genera¬ 
tions  because  of  this  greater  revela¬ 
tion  —  “unto  whom  much  is  given 

»» 

Now,  let’s  all  go  to  Kansas  City 
next  year,  disagreeing  on  some 
things  if  we  must,  but  doing  so  in  love 
and  respecting  each  other’s  right  to 
receive  the  Holy  Spirit’s  revelation  in 
the  way  he  has  given  it  to  each  of  us. 

Let’s  not  use  a  theological  sword  to 
fight  a  political  battle. 

The  very  heart  of  Southern  Baptist 
life  is  unity  even  in  diversity. 

Andy  Rainey  is  a  layman  from 
Gulfport. 

Oklahoma  saves 
with  free  prayers 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (EP)- 
Oklahoma’s  state  senators  are  sav¬ 
ing  money  with  free  prayers.  A  move 
toward  austerity  in  state  govern¬ 
ment,  forced  largely  by  a  decline  in 
oil  revenue,  caused  the  Senate  to  cut 
its  fuhds  for  the  traditional  “chaplain 
of  the  week’’  program. 

Senate  chaplains,  nominated  by 
senators  for  one-week  stints,  were 
paid  $125  a  week.  ’They  received  no 
per  diem,  so  cutting  the  program 
saved  less  than  $3,000.  Althou^  Se¬ 
nate  chaplains  no  l^er  will  be  paid, 
preachers  have  been  asked  to  volun¬ 
teer  to  lead  a  daily  prayer. 
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By  J.  Lawrence  Westbory 


OXFORD,  Miss.  (BP) — Rural 
churches,  unfairly  stereotyped  as 
backward  and  resistant  to  change, 
are  much  more  progressive  than 
most  individuals  assume,  particip¬ 
ants  at  a  Church  in  Rural  America 
symposium  have  been  told. 

The  three-day  gathering  sponsored 
by  the  Rural-Urban  Mission  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  brought  to¬ 
gether  representatives  of  Southern 
Baptist  Ccmvention  associations,  and 
local  churches  to  address  the  issue  of 
the  rural  church’s  ministry  in  twen¬ 
tieth  century  America. 

Robert  Wiley,  associate  director  of 
the  department,  set  the  tone  by  dis¬ 
pelling  the  view  of  rural  churches  as 
antiquated  and  out  of  touch  with  con¬ 
temporary  ministry. 

Drawing  on  facts  from  the  1981  Un¬ 
iform  Cliurch  Letter,  the  Atlanta  re¬ 
sident  cited  studies  which  revealed 
one-third  of  the  convention’s  Sunday 
school  members  are  enrolled  in  rural 
churches  whidi  also  account  for  a 
third  of  the  denomination’s  annual 
baptisms. 

“They  are  baptizing  more  people 
out  of  fewer  possible  candidates  be¬ 
cause  of  the  less  populated  areas  in 
which  they  minister,’’  he  explained. 
“More  than  55  percent  of  new  people 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School  last  year 
were  enrolled  by  those  same  rural 
churches.  Thery  are  not  as  weak  as 
we  are  sometimes  led  to  believe.” 

Too  often  rural  churches  (with  300 
or  fewer  members  in  a  population 
area  of  2,500  or  less)  are  considered 
the  runt  of  the  litter  by  the  larger 
urban  churches  when  they  are  actu¬ 
ally  the  strength  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  participants  were 
told.  The  22,260  rural  churches  are 
eligible  for  44,520  messengers  at  the 
annual  SBC  meeting,  he  pointed  out. 

“We  are  a  convention  of  small 
churches,”  Wiley  said.  “Nearly  67 
percent,  or  1,320  churches  in  the  one- 
to-forty-nine-member  category,  are 
located  in  extreme  rural  areas.” 

The  misunderstanding  reaches  to 
the  denominational  level  where  the 
SBC’s  programs  and  approaches  also 
fail  to  grasp  the  specif  nature  of  the 
small,  rural  church,  Royce  Rose,  di¬ 
rector  of  independent  studies  for  the 
Seminary  External  Education  Divi¬ 
sion,  said. 

Rose  charged  the  SBC,  “in  its  in¬ 
fatuation  with  time  management, 
organization,  goals,  plans,  and 
change  runs  counter  to  the  nature 
and  concerns  of  lay  leaders  in  small 
rural  churches.  The  denomination’s 
preoccupation  with  change  seems  to 
say  to  the  small  rural  church  ‘you 
must  set  goals  and  grow  in  number 
and  organizational  structure’— you 
must  become  a  large  church  to  be 
adequate  and  visible.” 

The  number  of  rural  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  and  opportunities  fao 
ing  those  churches  has  not  changed 
significantly  in  the  last  50  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  James  Lewis,  director  of 
associations!  missions  division. 
Home  Mission  Board. 

Southern  Baptists’  22,000  rural 
churches  of  today,  like  those  of  1930s, 


are  responding  to  concerns  of  self 
image,  chan^g  community,  lead- 
ersUp  training,  stewardship  and 
economy.  This  presents  a  challenge 
to  denominational  leaders  to  “cap¬ 
ture  the  energy  and  imagination  of 
the  tremendous  people  and  financial 
resources’  ’  in  rural  America,  he  said. 

Dale  Holloway,  national  consultant 
of  bivocational  ministries,  HMB,  told 
the  group  Southern  Baptists’  dis¬ 
tribution  of  pastors  may  not  be  in 
harmony  with  God’s  plan.  He  re¬ 
ported  a  disproportionately  high 
concentration  of  ministers  in  some 
areas  short  changes  other  areas. 

One  ministry  alternative  to  re¬ 
verse  the  trend  would  be  a  greater 
acceptance  and  use  of  bivocational 
ministers— those  who  work  a  full¬ 
time  secular  job  while  fulfilling  a 
ministerial  leadership  role. 

Tommy  Starkes,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  Missions  and  World 
Religions  at  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
urged  rural  pastors  to  continue  their 
ministries  to  the  poor.  Government 
findings  show  27  million  Americans 
live  in  poverty,  43  percent  of  them  in 
the  South,  he  said.  With  85  percent  of 
all  Southern  Baptist  churches  lo¬ 
cated  in  that  same  geographic  area, 
those  congregations  have  a  ready¬ 
made  ministry  to  reach  that  group 
for  Christ. 

“Ninety  percent  of  the  Bible  is 
written  from  the  view  of  a  weak, 
poor,  and  oppressed  people,  and  his¬ 
torically,  Baptists  have  had  humble 
lifestyles  and  origins.  We  are  the  first 
Baptists  in  400  years  who  are  becom¬ 
ing  a  people  of  wealth  and  power— I 
hope  we  do  not  forget  our  rural  roots 
and  cease  to  relate  to  the  needs  of  the 
poor  around  us,”  he  cautioned. 

( Westbury  is  associate  editor  of  the 
World  Mission  Journal.) 


Overseas  Baptists  report 

146,149  baptisms  in  1983 


^  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Overseas 
churches  related  to  Southern  Baptist 
mission  work  baptized  a  record 
146,149  believers  and  increased  to  1.7 
million  members  in  1983. 

They  worked  in  the  midst  of  wars, 
economic  crises,  droughts,  floods, 
and  broadening  Islamic  influence  to 
baptize  one  person  for  every  11 
members,  according  to  Charles  W. 
Bryan,  Foreign  Mission  Board  senior 
vice  president  for  overseas  opera¬ 
tions.  The  United  States  ratio  is  one 
baptism  for  every  36  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist' members. 

Churches  of  the  Brazilian  Baptist 
(Convention,  with  well  over  a  half 
million  members,  accounted  for  30 
percent  of  the  baptisms— 44,648. 
Nigerian  Baptists  reported  16,193; 
South  Korea,  12,023  ( one  for  every  4.6 
members;  Tanzania,  7,827  (one  per 
4.9  members),  and  Mexico,  5,390. 

“We  had  some  concern  that  the 
rate  of  increase  (3.77  percent)  was 
not  as  great  as  the  year  before 
(nearly  11  percent),  but  we  feel  we 
are  on  the  ^ge  of  a  great  thrust  for¬ 
ward,”  Bryan  said.. 

His  optimism  is  fueled  by  repo^ 
that  the  number  of  overseas 
churches  increased  from  12,170  to 
13,586  and  mission  points  from  14,997 
to  16,995  during  the  past  year. 

The  13  percent  jump  in  the  number 
of  mission  points— 1,998  new  ones— is 
one  of  the  most  significant  develop¬ 
ments  during  1983  because  it 
suggests  a  future  acceleration  in  both 


By  Bill  Webb 

the  number  of  churches  and  mem¬ 
bers,  Bryan  explained. 

Field  evangelism  and  church 
growth  consultants  point  out  church 
growth  is  directly  related  to  the 
number  of  preaching  points,  he  said. 

“I  think  we  need  to  emphasize  this 
is  not  all  our  initiative,*'  Bryan  ad¬ 
ded.  “We  are  responding  to  felt  needs 
on  the  part  of  national  leaders  and 
conventions.  We  cannot  do  it— the 
Lord  never  intended  for  us  to  do 
it— on  our  own.  It’s  a  partnering.  En¬ 
riching  the  partnership  is  the  chal¬ 
lenge  before  us.” 

National  Baptists  showed  a  strong 
commitment  to  provide  well-trained 
national  leadership  for  those 
churches.  Enrollment  in  resident 
theological  seminaries  and  institutes 
shot  up  18  percent  in  1983  to  7,284. 
Some  7,171  others  studied  at  306 
seminary  extension  centers  while 
another  1,181  took  additional  theolog¬ 
ical  courses. 

Despite  inflation  and  devaluation 
of  national  currencies,  overseas  Bap¬ 
tists  boosted  their  giving  to  the  equi¬ 
valent  of  172.5  million,  better  than  10 
percent  ahead  of  1982  gifts  of  $65.8 
million. 

The  ranks  of  overseas  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  swelled  to  3.346 
with  the  appointment  of  357  during 
1983.  The  number  of  countries  in 
which  they  work  grew  from  %  to  102. 
(A  103rd  country.  Sierra  Leone,  has 
been  added  in^984. )  Missionaries  en¬ 
tered  five  new  areas  last  year— the 


Netherlands  Antilles  Islands,  Fiji  Is¬ 
lands,  Swaziland,  Mali,  and  Nepal— 
and  reentered  Angola  and  St.  Lucia. 
Because  no  new  missionaries  had 
been  assigned  to  Jamaica  recently,  it 
was  dropped  from  the  list. 

Southern  Baptist  volunteers  par¬ 
ticipating  in  overseas  ministries  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  totaled  4,735,  a  drop  from 
the  record  5,749  in  1982.  The  record 
year  reflected  heavy  involvement  by 
Texas  Baptists  in  Brazil  as  Brazilian 
Baptists  celebrated  their  centennial. 

Radio  and  television  broadcasts 
during  1983  presented  the  gospel  to  an 
estimated  115  million  people. 

Fifty-three  physicians.  10  dentists 
and  71  missionary  nurses  worked 
alongside  4,777  nationals  in  minister¬ 
ing  to  144,469  inpatients  and  nearly 
1.3  million  outpatients. 

Missionaries  helped  personally  in 
many  disaster  and  relief  situations, 
administering  $587,858  in  general  re¬ 
lief  funds  and  more  than  $6.6  million 
in  hunger  funds. 

Missionaries  and  overseas  Bap¬ 
tists  helped  nearly  337,000  pepple  in 
community  centers  and  2,427  resi¬ 
dents  of  children's  homes. 

Ninety  missionaries  and  745  over¬ 
seas  Baptists  produced  five  million 
periodicals  ( under  486  titles ),  almost 
2.9  million  books  (831  titles)  and 
more  than  9.8  million  'rtsacts  (359  ti¬ 
tles)  for  training  and  evangelistic 
uses. 

( Webb  writes  for  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. ) 


Joint  Committee  diseusses  Moon, PAW 


By  Dan  Martin 
Baptist  Press  news  editor 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— A  decision 
on  whether  to  enter  the  Sun  Myung 
Moon  tax  evasion  case  as  a  “friend  of 
the  court”  was  postponed  for  further 
study  by  members  of  the  Baptist 
Joint  (>>nunittee  on  Public  Affairs 
during  their  annual  meeting  March 
5^. 

The  committee— and  its  Southern 
Baptist  component,'  the  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee— also  spent  more 
than  two  hours  discussing  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  BJCPA  Executive 
Director-Treasurer  James  M.  IXmn 
with  People  for  the  American  Way,  a 
First  Amendment  rights  coalition. 

In  other  business,  the  committee 
elected  Donald  Brewer,  a  Southern 
Baptist  attorney  from  CJiicago  as 
chairman  and  adopted  a  $505,919  pre- 
linary  budget  for  1984-85. 

Committee  members,  by  a  15-6 
vote,  requested  the  staff  to  study 
BJCPA  involvement  in  the  Moon  tax 


evasion  case,  and  to  consult  with 
committee  officers  before  making  a 
final  decision  on  whether  to  file  a  mo¬ 
tion  with  the  Supreme  Ckxirt  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  controversial  Korean  head 
of  the  Unification  Church  ( Moonies ). 

John  W.  Baker,  general  counsel  of 
the  joint  committee,  reviewed  the 
case  for  the  committee,  specifying 
joining  in  would  in  no  way  indicate 
any  agreement  with  the  church  but 
would  only  be  because  of  the  “sig¬ 
nificant  religious  liberty  issues  in¬ 
volved.” 

Baker  told  Baptist  Press  the  issue 
which  concerns  the  BJCPA  “is  not 
Moon’s  guilt  or  innocence  in  the  tax 
evasion  case.  The  real  issue  to  us  is 
whether  the  church  or  the  govern¬ 
ment  determines  what  is  religious 
and  non-religious  in  their  expendi¬ 
ture  of  church  funds.  What  that 
means  to  Baptist  churches  is  that  the 
trial  court  held  the  government  does 


have  role  in  saying  how  a  church 
spends  its  money.”  f 

Baker  told  committee  members  “it 
is  too  late”  to  join  an  effort  asking  the 
Supreme  Court  to  review  the  case, 
but  said  if  the  high  tribunal  does  elect 
to  hear  it,  the  BJCPA  may  wish  to  file 
a  brief  specifying  religious  liberty 
concerns. 

Baker  said  the  parties  joining  in  to 
ask  the  court  to  review  the  case  “are 
a  remarkable  collection  of  people 
who  normally  wouldn’t  talk  to  each 
other,”  ranging  from  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  to  the 
National  CkMincil  of  CJiurChes. 

Sam  Currin,  a  Southern  Baptist  at¬ 
tending  his  first  meeting  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  opposed  joining  the  case,  say¬ 
ing  he  would  rather  see  the  staff  in¬ 
volved  in  the  “Nebraska  case.” 

Currin.  U.S  attorney  for  the  East¬ 
ern  District  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
former  aide  to  U.S.  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 


R-N.C.,  referred  to  controversy  in 
Nebraska  concerning  the  church 
school  of  an  independent  Baptist 
church,  its  pastor  and  seven  deacons. 

The  case,  already  refused  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  relates  to  certifica¬ 
tion  of  teachers  by  the  state  of  Neb¬ 
raska.  Baker  said  the  case  and  its 
appeals  were  poorly  handled  legally,  - 
and  another  case  with  more  expert 
legal  guidance  currently  is  working 
its  way  through  the  courts. 

Jimmy  R.  Allen,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Televi¬ 
sion  Commission,  also  opposed  join¬ 
ing  the  action,  sa^g;  “I  am  not  sure 
we  need  to  be  explaining  anything 
else  to  our  constituency  right  now .  No 
doubt  the  action  poses  a  real  threat  to 
us.  but  unless  we  are  absolutely  es¬ 
sential,  I  am  going  to  vote  against  it.” 

When  another  committee  memt^ 
remarked  it  would  be  an  opportune 
(C^tinued  on  page  4)  M 
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Composing  and  arranging 
are  features  of  sessions 


Baptist  Joint  Committee 
discusses  Moon,  PAW  concerns 


Music  reading  sessions,  a  banquet,  rangii^  symposium.  Tne  first  ses- 
and  a  composing  and  arranging  sioo  with  Huff  will  be  at  7:30  p.m.  as 
symposium  will  all  be  part  of  a  two-  he  shares  mechanics  and  helpful 
■H^HMHjjHiday  double  con-  hints  for  composers  and  arrangers. 
^^H|PH^|ference,  April  On  Saturday  Huff  will  spend  8:15 
27-28  in  Jackson  a.m.  to  noon  in  dialogue  sessions  with 
^^^Uwith  arranger,  Mississippi  composers  and  arran- 

Ronn  Huff.  gers.  _ 

JM  His  recordings  Huff  is  an  ordiestrator,  arranger, 
include  Alleluia!  and  conductor  based  in  Nashville. 
A  Praise  Gather-  Those  for  whom  Huff  has  arranged 


countered:  “We  are  just  about  to  whoi  jw  appeared  to  be  requesting  for  the  American  Way.”  Smith  said, 
our  ears  in  educational  opportunities  the  BJ^A  he  defunded  by  the  SBC.  “I  don’t  believe  Southern  Baptists 
right  now.’’  The  deacons  at  Smith’s  church,  will  want  to  continue  funding  any- 

Allen  referred  to  two  issues  on  Southside  Baptist  Qiurch  of  Birmin-  thing  that  is  in  any  way  in  sympathy 
which  the  BJCPA  currently  is  under  gham,  also  passed  a  resolution  re-  with  anything  Norman  Lear  says  or 
fire,  at  least  among  Southern  Bap-  questing  a  study  to  see  if  Cooperative  does.’’ 

tists.  One  is  Dunn’s  former  participa-  ^ogram  funds  were  being  misued  Dunn  reiterated  he  has  drolined  a 
tion  in  People  for  the  American  Way,  by  funding  BJCPA  when  E)unn  was  second  term  on  the  PAW  advisory 
and  the  other  for  the  committee’s  op-  involved  with  PAW.  Subsequently  board  and  that  his  only  involvement 
position  to  President  Reagan’s  prop-  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  dis-  with  the  PAW  is  as  “one  of  105,000 
osed  constitutional  amendment  on  cussed  the  Alabama  Convention  re-  people  who  receive  its  newsletter.’’ 
school  prayer.  solution  and  declined  to  recommend  During  the  March  PAC  meeting. 

The  issue  of  Dunn’s  recently  ex-  defunding  the  BJCPA.  Dunn  countered  Smith’s  allegations 

pired  term  on  the  advisory  board  of  The'  most  recent  objection  occur-  that  PAW  is  su[^rtive  of  homosex- 
PAW  was  raised  by  Albert  Lee  red  during  a  breakfast  meeting  of  the  ual  rights,  pornography  and  abortion  the  Baptist  Building.  Tlie  day  will  be  conferences. 

Smith,  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  a  SBC  component,  and  again  during  a  by  noting  the  organization  is  “educa-  spent  in  reading  music  and  sharing  A  $10  per  person  registration  fee 
frequently  critic  of  Dunn’s  relation-  miscellaneous  business  session  of  the  tional  and  promotional,’’  that  Nor-  thoughts  on  worship.  A  banquet  at  6  covers  the  cost  of  the  banquet  and 

ship  with  PAW  and  of  one  of  PAW’s  joint  committee.  Generally,  Smith’s  man  Lear  is  only  one  of  the  board  P  the  skyroom  will  conclude  materials.  Pleasesend  fee  along  with 

founders,  television  producer  Nor-  complaints  concerned  the  involve-  members  and  founders,  that  no  posi-  Conference  1  and  begin  Conference  regi^ration  information  ta  Church 

man  Lear.  mentofLear,a$40,000grantfromthe  tions  have  been  adopted  on  social  is-  Music  Department,  Box  530, 

Smith,  a  former  one-term  con-  Playboy  Foundation  to  help  PAW  get  sues  and  that  “not  one  penny  of  Conference  II  is  a  composing/ar-  Jackswi,  Miss.  39205,  by  April  15. 

gressman  from  Alabama  currently  started  in  1980,  and  an  advertisement  Cooperative  Program  money  ever  o  •  '1  1  O 

seeking  the  Republican  nomination  which  appear^  in  Playboy,  listing  went  to  People  for  the  American  If' 

for  U.S.  Senate,  surfaced  his  com-  the  advisory  board  and  Dunn.  Way.’’  k.yt'XJJ.wi 

»y  Ckmn,  who  was  executive  director  *  1  -|-^  Tt  /r  T  • 

of  the  Texas  Baptist  Christian  Life  •  I  l5l  V  f*  I  Tlf"! 

*  Commission  prior  to  coming  to  O  JVf^X  O  •  X^dY  ^  J-TXXyXXl  XXX  C/ 

*  BJCPA  in  1981,  told  Smith:  “I  wiU  not  ' 

*  take  a  back  seat  to  anyone  in  my  Two  Senior  Adult  Conferences  will  conductedtheweeksof  May  14-18and 

*  commitment  to  moral  causes.  I  have  be  conducted  at  Gulfshore  in  May  May  21-25. 

«  fought  liquor,  gambling,  and  pomog-  and  two  more  in  August.  Each  week  begins  with  the  evoiing 

raphy.  I  have  been  very  visible  in  The  first  two  conferences  will  be  meal  the  first  day  and  concludes 

*  these  efforts,  even  to  the  point  of  hav- 
*■  ing  death  threats  made  against  me 

*  and  my  family. 

t  “You  are  trying  to  smear  me  with 
guilt  by  association  and  that  needs  to 

*  be  made  abundantly  clear.  I  will  not 
i  take  second  seat  to  anyone  for  my 
^  commitment  to  moral  causes.’’ 

it  Allen  asked  Smith  if  what  he  wants 
is  for  Dunn  “not  to  take  the  newslet- 

*  ter,’’  and  whether  the  attack  is 
it  “againsttheman  (Dunn)  and  are  you 

seeking  his  blood.”  Allen  added:  “I 

*  think  enough  has  been  said  about 
it  this.” 

Smith,  however,  surfaced  the  issue 

*  again  before  the  entire  committee 
it  meeting,  finally  moving  that  “no 

*  staff  member  shall  be  invdved  in  or 
*■  vparticipate  in  any  activity  with  or 

*  have  any  identification  with  Norman 

*  Lear  and  the  People  for  the  Ameri- 

*  can  Way.” 

it  After  a  discussion  which  lasted 
more  than  an  hour  and  a  half  and  fea- 
tured  a  parliamentary  tangle  of  sub- 
it  stitute  motions  and  a  suspoision  of 

*  the  rules,  the  conunittee  finally  voted 
18-2  to  “table  indefinitely”  the  mat- 


Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board 


Missionary 
Appoint^nt  Service 


late  March  were  scheduled  to  take  a  Meridian,  will  be  musician.  The  ac- 
second  look  at  it.  companists  will  be  Mrs.  Irene  Mar- 

Despite  acknowledged  opposition  tin,  pianist  and  Art  Nelson,  organist, 
to  the  VaUcan  mission  by  Hatfield,  David  Raddin  of  First  (3iurch,  Bran- 

*  Smith  tnldRAnti<UPn>i»hpthn)i0ht  Other  members  of  don,  will  be  the  fellowship  leader  and 

I  the™Mi!SStt^SdB^th^^?’’  ®  ^  McKeithen  of  Jackson 

t  “dSS:'''''' 

*  n  * William  Wilson,  an  ambassador.  Special  interest  classes  at  each  of 

J  Baptist  Convention  as  to  whether  or  i  nmnkin  naainr  nt  Classes  at  eacn  M 

*  nntthpmflinntvnf  qmithornRantiaic  P^tor  of  Freemason  the  conferences  Will  include,  “How  to 

I  hav^b^Sbv^StKS  Street  B^t  Oi^ch,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Make  a  WUl,”  “How  to  Have  a  Good 
t  the  Baptist  Joint  was  joined  at  the  hearing  by  Baptist  Senior  Adult  Church  Training  Prog- 

5  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  ram,”  “How  to  Uve  on  the  Money 

*  Smith  also  was  critical  of  a  BJCPA  General  Counsel  John  W.  Baker  and  You  Have,”  and  “How  to  Relate  to 
J  vote  to  reaffirm  its  opposition  to  the  Americans  United  for  Separation  of  My  Family,”  among  others. 

*  Reagan  prayer  amendment.  He  CJiurdi  and  State  Executive  Director  Soiior  adults  and  church^  desir- 
7  favors  the  amendment,  and  skipped  Robert  L.  Maddox,  a  Southern  Bap-  ing  to  make  reservations  at 

*  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  BJCPA  to  ttst  minister.  Gulfshore  for  one  of  the  weeks  should 

jjead  a  prayer  at  a  rally  for  the  Lumpkin  said  Baptist  opposition  to  write  the  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assem- 

*  amendment  on  the  west  steps  of  the  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Holy  bly,  Frank  Simmons  PassCSiristian 
5  U.S.  Capitol.  “I  went  over  and  asked  See  "  cits  roiidly  on  constitutional  Miss.  39571.  The  assembly  charge  for 

****♦♦***♦♦♦♦***♦♦♦♦♦*♦*♦♦♦♦*★♦*****♦♦★♦★♦****♦  if  I  could  participate,”  he  said.  grounds.  the  weekly  conference  is  tim  76 
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April  10,  1984  •  6:45  p.m 
Coast  Coliseum 
Biloxi,  Mississippi 


Sponsored  by:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
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The  curtain  rises  on  spring 


March  is  a  changable  month,  one 
day  trying  to  hang  onto  winter’s  coat¬ 
tails  and  the  next  cqjening  up  its  arms 
to  spring.  The  first  Monday  night  of 
the  month  I  drove  to  a  Christian  Wit¬ 
ness  Training  session  at  the  church, 
through  flurries  of  snow  so  thick  I 
could  hardly  see  the  road.  Ten  days 
later,  at  80-plus  degrees,  I  turned  on 
the  air-conditioner  ir  my  car  when  I 
drove  to  Meadowbrook  for  lunch. 

Mornings  this  week.  I’ve  been  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  that>  spring  is  win¬ 
ning  the  battle  with  winter.  On  our 
6:30  a.m.  walks,  my  dog.  Brownie, 
and  I  have  been  apt  to  bre^  into  jog¬ 
ging,  or  even  running,  excited  about 
the  sheer  joy  of  being  alive.  A  cat 
crosses  the  street  in  front  of  us;  we 
swiftly  change  gears  and  away  we  go 
with  the  wind! 

Early  yesterday,  a  plump  little 
grey  squirrel  was  sitting  on  his 
haunches  at  the  comer  of  my  patio, 
white  tummy  showing,  waiting  for 
me  to  toss  out  a  breakfast  of  cnunbs. 
(I  wonder  if  it’s  the  same  squirrel  my 
neighbor,  Pat  Jordan,  said  scratched 
on  their  screen  door  the  other  day  to 
get  their  attention.)  A  reef-headed 
woodpecker  flew  down  to  the  feast. 
Soon  a  bluejay  came,  too,  and  then 
two  blackbirds  and  a  robin.  ' 

As  I  walked  9/10  of  a  mile,  I  could 


hear  birds  singing,  and  see  them  flit¬ 
ting  busily  here  aiid  there.  Yellow- 
beUs  along  a  fence  rang  out  a  melody 
in  yellow.  A  redbud  glowed  faintly 
pink  in  the  sifted  sunlight.  Tight  buds 
stood  poised  on  a  wisteia  vine,  ready 
to  pop  open.  Graceful  green  willow 
fronds  swayed  gently. 

Here  and  there  along  the  street  I 
passed  stacks  of  limbs  from  pnuied 
shrubs  and  piles  of  old  leaves,  ready 
for  the  city’s  pick-up  day.  People 
have  been  cleaning  their  ymxls,  I  see, 
discarding  winter’s  debris  and  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  plant  anew.  (Walter 
Logan  said  he  planted  some  mustard 
seed,  and  they  came  up,  but  that  last 
cold  spell  killed  them.) 

I  passed  a  yard  filled  with  blossom¬ 
ing  plum  trees  and  caught  a  whiff  of 
their  heavy  rich  fragrance.  All  these 
spring  smells  were  just  too  intriguing 
for  Brownie !  He  wanted  to  keep  dart¬ 
ing  from  one  side  of  the  street  to  the 
other.  I  finally  had  to  pick  him  up  and 
carry  him  the  last  block  to  get  him  to 
come  on  home  with  me. 

This  week,  the  curtain  went  up,  of¬ 
ficially,  on  the  new  season.  I’m  all  set 
to  watch  the  scenes  in  this  drama  cal¬ 
led  “Springtime.” 

Eagerness  and  expectancy  are  ab¬ 
road  in  March— and  hope. 


Foreign  Board  sends 
vaccine  to  Mali 


BAMAKO,  Mali  (BP)— Four 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers— a  doc¬ 
tor  and  three  nurses— were  going  to 
Mali  early  this  month  to  help  prevent 
a  yellow  fever  epidemic  from  spread¬ 
ing  into  the  West  African  nation. 

Walter  Moore,  emeritus  missio¬ 
nary  physician  now  living  in  Mena, 
Ark.;  Harriet  Gibson,  former  mis¬ 
sionary  now  living  in  Germantown, 
Tenn.;  Amanda  Holmes  of  Highland 
Springs,  Va.,  and  Susan  Jacobs  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  are  expected  to  ar¬ 
rive  in  Mali  March  5,  with  230, (HX) 
doses  of  yellow  fever  vaccine. 

The  four  will  follow  World  Health 
Organization  suggestions  to  encircle 
an  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  in  north¬ 
ern  Ghana  and  prevent  its  spread. 
Because  the  vaccine  must  be  kept 
cold,  they  will  use  a  system  of 
kerosene  refrigerators  and  cold  stor¬ 
age  boxes  to  store  it. 

Shortly  after  the  oubreak  was 
recognized  in  Ghana,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  volunteer  Helen  Greaves  of 
Hawthorne,  Calif.,  flew  to  Ghana 
with  100,000  doses  of  yellow  fever 
vaccine  to  help  with  an  inoculation 
program  around  Baptist  Medical 
Centre,  Nalerigu.  Latest  reports  in¬ 
dicate  the  disease,  which  was  strik¬ 
ing  those  under  30,  is  declining  and 
only  a  few  new  cases  are  being  re¬ 
ported. 

The  Foreign  Misson  Board  also 
shipped  vaccine  to  neighboring 
Upper  Volta. 

<  'Die  Mali  volunteers  will  work  with 
Norman  and  Beverly  Coad,  Southern 


Baptists’  only  missionaries  in  the 
arid  West  African  nation.  The  Coads, 
who  began  work  there  in  September, 
hope  Southern  Baptists  will  also  be 
able  to  meet  government  requests  for 
5,000  tons  of  grain  to  help  with  fanune 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  country. 
Altogether,  the  government  has 
asked  for  330,000  tons  of  grain  from 
worldwide  donors,  but  expects  to  re¬ 
ceive  only  100,000  tons. 

Because  rains  were  late  and 
sparse,  this  year’s  millet  crops  were 
poor,  and  b^ause  the  Niger  River 
did  not  flood  as  usual,  rice  also  failed. 
Pasturage  for  livestock  is  so  sparse 
that  many  are  dying  and  the  price  of 
cattle  has  dippi^  to  12.50  a  head. 
Whole  villages  in  the  area  are  empty¬ 
ing  as  people  head  south  hoping  to 
find  food. 

Southern  Baptists  hope  to  import 
donated  grain  in  June,  jusT  before  a 
new  harvest  when  food  is  expected  to 
be  particularly  scarce.  The  Foreign 
Mission  Board  is  seeking  donated 
grain  so  that  Southern  Baptist  funds 
may  be  reserved  for  shipment.  The 
price  of  freight  from  Abidjan,  Ivory 
Coast,  to  Bamako  is  $200  a  ton. 


Silence  is  not  always  golden.  Some¬ 
times  it  is  yellow.— Dagobert  D. 
Runes 

A  fault  confessed  is  half 
redressed.— French  proverb. 


Baptists  come  long  way 


in  response  to  disaster 


DENTON,  Texas  (BP)— Southern 
Baptists  have  come  a  long  way  in  just 
a  few  years  in  responding  to  disas¬ 
ters,  relief  leaders  said  at  a  workshop 
on  disaster  relief  ministries. 

Fourteen  Mississippians,  led  by 
Paul  Harrell  and  Jim  Didlake  of  the 
Mississippi  Brotherhood  Depart¬ 
ment,  participated  in  the  training. 

More  than  125  volunteers  from  17 
states  attended  a  three-day  work¬ 
shop  at  Camp  Ck>pass  to  sharpen  their 
ministry  skills  in  disaster  relief.  It 
was  the  first  convention-wide  semi¬ 
nar  of  its  kind  and  was  attended  by 
Baptist  Men  and  their  wives  who  do¬ 
nate  time  to  help  in  disaster  situa¬ 
tions,  said  Brotherhood  (Commission 
Disaster  Relief  (Coordinator  Frank 
Black. 

Four  states  displayed  disaster  re¬ 
lief  units,  which  ranged  from  18- 
wheel  tractor-trailers  to  modified 
pick-up  trucks  and  trailers  capable  of 
feeding  hundreds  of  disaster  victims. 
The  purpose  of  the  workshop  was  “to 
explore  ways  of  having  a  vital  minis¬ 
try  in  the  midst  of  a  disaster,” 
explained  Baptist  Men’s  Director, 
Dwglas  Beggs. 

“(5ur  past  experience  has  shown 
Baptist  Men  can  efficiently  feed' 
thousands  of  people  who  have  tem¬ 
porarily  or  permanently  lost  use  of 
their  homes.  We  are  now  working  to 
better  coordinate  those  efforts  to  en¬ 
hance  that  ministry  even  further,” 
he  added. 

Baptists  in  33  of  the  50  states  have 
some  type  of  organized  response  to 
disasters.  Black  added,  ranging  from 
feeding  homeless  people  to  providing 
child  care  for  disaster  victims. 

l^articipants  at  the  workshop  re¬ 
ceived  training  in  communications, 
public  relations,  coordination  of  vol¬ 
unteers,  child  care  and  expanding  re¬ 
lationships  with  other  agencies  such 
as  the  (^them  Baptist)  Home  and 
Foreign  Mission  Boards,  Red  Cross, 
and  C3iurch  World  Service. 

As  the  disaster  relief  program 
grows.  Black  explained,  volunteers 
need  a  better  relationship  with  fellow 
workers  in  neighboring  states.  The 
untapped  potential  for  such  coopera¬ 
tion  was  tested  during  the  wide-scale 
response  to  aid  victims  of  Hurricane 
Alicia  in  the  Galveston  area  in  late 
August. 

Disaster  relief  mobile  units  and 
volunteers  from  seven  Baptist  state 
conventions  joined  forces  to  feed 
more  than  100,000  meals  to  victims  of 
the  hurricane,  which  left  thousands 
of  people  homeless.  Black  said  it  was 
the  largest  response  of  the  disaster 
relief  units  to  date. 

The  meals  were  distributed  free  by 
Baptist  Men  at  a  cost  of  $11,000  or 
11-cents  per  meal.  Food  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Red  C!ross  and  USDA 
while  Baptists  provided  the  man¬ 
power  to  prepare  and  distribute  the 
meals. 

Baptist  Men  have  provided  disas¬ 
ter  assistance  since  Hurricane  Carla 
ravaged  Texas  in  1961,  Black  pointed 
out.  The  Brotherhood  (Commission, 
along  with  state  conventions  and  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  has  taken  the 
lead  in  organizing  Southern  Baptists 
to  respond  with  manpower,  ministry, 
and  financial  help  during  floods,  hur- 


ricans,  tornadoes,  fires  and 
earthquakes. 

Bob  Dixon,  executive  director  of 
Texas  Baptist  Men,  said  Texas  Bap¬ 
tists  have  gained  a  reputation  as  car¬ 
ing  (Christians  with  multitudes  of 
people  through  the  disaster  relief  ef¬ 
forts. 

The  big  tractor-trailer  rig  with  its 
field  kitchens,  auxiliary  generator 
and  communications  has  been  used 
to  feed  more  than  650,000  meals, 
Dixon  added.  It  has  traveled  as  far  as 
Honduras  to  feed  victims  of  Hur¬ 
ricane  Fifi  in  1974.  As  a  result  of  that 
ministry,  he  added,  there  are  now 
Baptist  churches  thriving  where 
there  had  been  none  before. 

Dixon,  who  said  disaster  relief  is  a 


ministry  to  the  total  person, 
explained  the  program  is  patterned 
after  the  Master’s  example  of  minis¬ 
tering  personally  to  hungry,  hurting 
people. 

“It  has  given  hundreds  of  volun-  < 
teers  the  unique  joy  of  using  their  ta¬ 
lents  in  Christian  ministry  and  has 
touched  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
people  in  a  redemptive  way,”  he  ad¬ 
ded. 

Participants  at  the  workshop 
ranged  from  retired  machinist  A1  D. 
Wallraven  of  Oklahoma  City,  who 
came  because  he  wanted  to  serve 
God  with  his  talents,  to  former  al¬ 
coholic  Bob  Young  of  Livingston,  La., 
who  hopes  to  organize  a  disaster  re¬ 
lief  program  near  Baton  Rouge. 


Survey  shows  Baptists  gain 
in  reaching  U.S.  counties 


ATLANTA  (BP)— Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  made  slow  but  steady  progress 
last  year  in  their  attempt  to  place  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  or  mission 
in  every  county  in  the  United  States, 
a  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  researcher  says. 

A  1963  survey  of  state  directors  of 
missions  indicated  504  counties  in  the 
United  States  lacked  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  church  or  mission,  said  Clay 
Price,  HMB  missions  researcher. 

The  figure  represents  a  nettop  of 
eight  from  the  512  counties  reported 
as  unentered  in  1981,  the  last  availa¬ 
ble  year  for  figures.  Price  said. 

“Since  1973,  SBC  churches  have 
been  organized  in  168  counties  which 


previously  had  no  Southern  Baptist 
churches,”  he  noted. 


An  unentered  county  is  defined  as 
one  without  an  SBC  church  or  mis¬ 
sion,  said  Price.  The  survey  showerl 
65  counties  have  been  entered  sine 
1981;  57  previously  entered  countic: 
were  reclassified  as  unentered,  ht* 
explained,  adding  if  any  existing 
church  or  mission  disbands  .or  relo 
cates  to  another  county  it  is  possible 
for  a  previously  entered  county  to  re¬ 
vert  to  unentered  status. 


Champion  buses  give 
you  quaiity  construction 
and  the  RiCHT  PRiCE. 


mai 


Whether  you  offer  public  or  private  transportation, 
Champion  has  the  right  bus  for  you.  ‘Five  lengths  to 
choose  from.  vSeating  for  14  to  30  passengers.  ‘Op¬ 
tions  like  lavatory,  wheel-chair  lift,  diesel  engines. 
•All  steel  frame  and  chassis  (not  aluminum)  for 
durability  and  strength.  •Foamed-in-place  insula¬ 
tion  under  aluminum  exterior  panels.  See  us  today 
for  a  test  drive. 


^  CHampion 

HOME  BUILDERS  CO 

Contact  Rod  Brasfield 
Harry  Vickery  Bus  Sales 
Greenville,  MS  38701 
Phone  (601)335-4581 


According  to  the  1980  census,  the  , 
unentered  counties  had  a  combined  ^ 
population  of  8.2  million  people,  said  > 
Price. 
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Draper  reviews  presideney 
as  final  term  concludes 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)- 
Southern  Baptists  are  less  likely  to 
“kill  each  other”  now  than  they  were 
two  years  ago,  James  T.  Draper  Jr., 
feels. 

The  president  of  the  14  million 
member  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  said  he  hopes  that  is  the  “con¬ 
tribution  I’ve  b^n  able  to  make”  in 
21  months  of  his  presidency. 

At  an  interview  during  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Baptist  evangelism  confer¬ 
ence,  Draper,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Euless,  Texas,  said  he  felt 
when  he  ran  for  the  SBC  presidency 
in  June  198Z  the  convention  needed 
someone  who  could  “stand  with  his 
convictions”  and  at  the  same  time 
“be  a  healer.”  He  referred  to  a  strong 
“air  of  tension”  at  that  time  between 
factions  within  the  denomination. 

Draper  indicated  that,  to  his  know¬ 
ledge,  he  is  not  now  “saying  anything 
different”  than  he  was  saying  then. 
He  still  believes  firmly  in  the  author¬ 
ity  and  authenticity  of  the  scriptures 
and  doesn’t  think  “we’ve  changed 
anybody’s  mind”  on  that. 

But  what  has  changed,  he  said,  is 
“more  openness”  among  SBC  in¬ 
stitutional  leadership  “to  input  and 
inquiry.”  Draper  thinks  both  sides 
are  showing  “more  willingness  to  ac¬ 
cept  some  diversity”  where  they 
once  weren’t. 

One  of  the  greatest  things  to  come 
from  all  this,  he  explained,  is  “an 
admission”  by  institutional  leader¬ 
ship  that  Southern  Baptists  have 
some  “substantive  differences.” 
Admission  of  that  fact  is  “a  giant 
step”  toward  dealing  with  it,  Darper 
said. 

Turning  to  another  topic.  Draper 
thinks  women’s  ordination  is  poten¬ 
tially  the  “most  emotional  and  explo¬ 
sive”  issue  Southern  Baptists  cur¬ 
rently  face. 

While  he  agrees  it  is  essentially  “a 
local  church  matter,”  he  is  also  per¬ 
sonally  opposed  to  women’s  ordina¬ 
tion.  He  says  that  evaluation  is  not 
based  on  “male  chauvinism”  or  on 
the  belief  a  woman  “can’t  manage  a 
church”  but  complies  with  his  “un¬ 
derstanding  and  interpretation”  of 
the  scriptures. 

Draper  sees  the  issue  as  “ex¬ 
tremely  sensitive”  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  for  some  time  to  come  but 
suggests  Southern  Baptists  should 
not  make  women’s  ordination  “a  test 
of  fellowship.”  Draper  hopes  there 
will  not  be  a  push  for  a  resolution  in 
the  1984  convention  encouraging 
women’s  ordination,  and  also  hopes 
no'one  will  bring  one  opposing  it. 

As  he  enters  the  final  three  months 
of  his  second  and  final  one-year  term 
as  president  of  the  SBC,  he  assessed 
the  toll  it  has  taken  on  him,  his  fam¬ 
ily,  and  his  congregation. 

Draper  says  that,  by  the  time  his 
second  term  ends  during  the  conven¬ 
tion  meeting  June  12-14  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  he  will  have  traveled  a 
quarter  of  a  million  miles. 

He’s  been  away  fro^  home  “al¬ 
most  solidly”  from*  Monday  through 
Friday  each  week.  But  in  these  two 


By  James  H.  Cox 

years,  he  will  Ijave  missed  only  15 
Sundays  from  his  pulpit,  and  aver¬ 
aged  one  Wednesday  night  out  of  four 
being  present. 

He  claims  his  congregation  is 
“very  understanding.’’  When  ap¬ 
proached  by  local  pastors  to  consider 
running  for  president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  some  six  or  seven  months  before 
the  election,  he  shared  the  matter 
with  his  deacons  and  they  prayed  to¬ 
gether  during  those  months. 

He  reported  his  deacons’  meetings 
have  b^n  “transformed”  and  have 
turned  from  business  meetings  into 
prayer  itteatiffgs,  reports  of  personal 
acts  of  ministry,  and  visitation. 

In  thesp  two  years  his  6,000- 
member  church  has  seen  its  offer¬ 
ings  increase  from  |2  million  to  $3.3 
million,  Sunday  School  attendance 
climb  by  at  least  20  percent  and  a 
significant  portion  of  the  budget  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  fed  into  the  Cooperative 
Program  (11th  among  churches  in 
Texas  last  year). 

As  far  as  the  personal  toll  of  the 
SBC  presidency  goes.  Draper  spys  he 
physically  “couldn’t  do  It  again.”  In 
all  that  travel,  he  discovered  he  was 
expected  to  speak  everywhere  he 
went,  and  to  know  “everything”  on 
every  issue.  He  found  the  SBC  presi¬ 
dency  causes  “tremendous  emo¬ 
tional  pressure”  in  addition  to  the 
physical  strain  and  if  he  had  to  do  it 
again  he  might  request  a  research 
assistant. 

He  admits  he  is  “physically  tired” 
and  that  the  “only  real  mistsikes”  he 
has  made,  revealed  through  the 
press,  came  when  he  was  very  tired. 
Draper  indicated  his  desire  to 
answer  questions  is  both  his 
“strength  and  weakness”  since  his 
statements  are  often  misconstrued, 
particularly  by  the  secular  press. 

There  haven’t  been  any  “particu¬ 
lar  strains”  on  his  home  life,  he  dis¬ 
closes,  because  his  three  children  are 
grown  and  his  wife,  Carol  Ann,  has 
traveled  with  him  a  great  deal.  The 
SBC  Executive  Committee  agreed  to 
fund  her  travel  anytime  he  “deemed 
appropriate”  so  on  lengthy  trips,  she 
has  accompanied  Draper. 

Draper  says  he  thought  he  knew 
Southern  Baptists  as  one  of  their  pas¬ 
tors.  But  when  he  became  SBC  presi¬ 
dent  he  realized  the  “mechanics”  of 
the  structure  were  “staggering.”  He 
speaks  of  the  denomination’s  “mas¬ 
sive  size”  and  (Operative  Program 
receipts  of  over  $2.25  billion. 

His  greatest  surprise  as  president 
was  not  really  a  “surprise,”  he 
pointed  out,  but  the  warmth  with 
which  he  has  been  received 
“everywhere  I’ve  been.” 

Southern  Baptists  are  basically 
people  who  “love  the  Lord,  love  the 
Word,  and  love  each  other”  is  his 
candid  observation,' calling  their 
welcome  to  him  “gratifying.” 

Finally,  Draper  offers  some  advice 
to  the  person  who  will  succeed  hiiti 
when  ^uthem  Baptists  elect  a  new 
president  in  June.  He  should,  first  of 
an,  “weigh  carefully”  everything  he 


says,  to  determine  if  he  will  be  misin¬ 
terpreted  or  misconstrued. 

Then,  he  must  be  “consistent”  in 
what  he  says. 

Finally,  he  must  “preside  fairly.” 
Draper  said  he  work^  so  hard  to  ac¬ 
complish  that  at  the  1983  SBC  ses¬ 
sions  in  Pittsburgh,  he  went  to  them 
“in  neutral,”  often  forgetting  which 
side  he  personally  favored.  If  an  SBC 
president  can  do  that,  he  will  have 
served  his  denomination  well. 
Draper  believes. 

(Cox  is  associatf  editor  of  the 
Western  Recorder,  Kentu'cky  Bap¬ 
tist’s  newspaper. ) 

Nebraskans 
out  of  jail 

LIBERTY,  MO.  (EP)-After  three 
months  in  jail,  seven  Nebraska  men 
who  are  challenging  the  state’s  edu¬ 
cation  laws  rejoined  their  wives  and 
children  in  Liberty  Feb.  25-26  and 
vowed  to  continue  their  efforts  on  be¬ 
half  of  Christian  schools. 

The  seven  women  and  their  23  chil¬ 
dren,  all  from  Louisville,  Neb.,  had 
been  in  Liberty  since  Dec.  16  to  avoid 
arrest  warreuits  that  awaited  them  in 
their  home  state.  Their  husbands 
were  jailed  Nov.  23  for  refusing  to 
testify  at  a  hearing  about  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Faith  (Christian  School. 
They  were  released  Feb.  23. 

The  school  has  been  ordered  closed 
by  Nebraska  courts  for  failing  to 
comply  with  teacher  certification  re; 
quirements  and  other  education 
laws.  Supporters  of  the  school  con¬ 
tend  it  should  not  be  subject  to  gov¬ 
ernment  regulation  because  it  is  part 
of  a  church. 

The  school  became  a  rallying  point 
for  hundreds  of  fundamentalist 
preachers  and  other  sympathizers 
who  saw  it  is  a  symbol  of  government 
crossing  into  the  purview  of  religion. 
The  men  were  released  after  they 
agreed  to  keep  the  school  closed. 
Leaders  said  they  now  will  work  with 
the  state  legislators  to  change  Neb¬ 
raska  law  so  that  schools  such  as 
theirs  aren’t  subject  to  state  re¬ 
quirements. 


CHILDREN’S  BOOK  CLUB.  At 
last  a  Christian  Book  Club  for 
children!  Children  ages  1-11  read 
books  in  words  they  can  under¬ 
stand.  These  books:  Promote 
Christian  values,  teach  basic 
Bible  principles,  encourage  fam¬ 
ily  discussions.  Ekiucational,  col¬ 
orful,  fun  reading.  For  informa¬ 
tion  write:  Glad  Hearts  Christian 
Book  Club,  P.  O.  Box  2306,  Ever¬ 
green,  CO  80439. 

FOR  SALE:  Complete  set 
CHURCH  FURNITURE.  28  pews, 
pulpit,  chairs,  communion  table. 
Excellent  condition.  Write  P.  O. 
Box  103,  Brandon,  MS  39042; 
phone  (601>«U4004. 


Moonies  launch  campaign 

NEW  YORK  (EP)— The  Unification  Church  has  launched  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  national  campaign  to  increase  its  membership.  For  the  next 
three  years,  international  teams  of  followers  of  Sun  Myung  Moon,  the 
church’s  leader,  will  rotate  from  city  to  city  at  three-week  intervals. 

Fifty  teams  of  25  to  50  members  each  are  planning  “evangelistic” 
crusades  in  the  nation’s  major  cities. 

They  plan  to  spread  their  belief  that  Moon  is  the  new  messiah  whose 
purpose  is  to  complete  the  unfinished  work  of  Christ.  The  membership 
drive  is  accompanied  by  a  message  that  America  is  in  trouble  if  it  does 
not  “stand  up  against  immorality  and  communism.” 


Two  Baptist  missionaries 
return  to  Lebanon  posts) 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)— Two 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  re¬ 
turned  to  their  posts  in  Lebanon 
March  12,  the  same  day  Lebanese 
Christian,  Moslem  and  Druse  leaders 
were  to  begin  their  reconciliation 
conference  in  Lausanne,  Switzer¬ 
land. 

Russell  Futrell,  from  Pineville, 
La.,  and  Vivian  Trimble,  from  Hol¬ 
loway,  La.,  took  an  overnight  boat 
from  Cyprus  to  get  to  Lebanon. 

Futrell  evacuated  Lebanon  Feb.  10 
with  three  other  missionaries;  Mis¬ 
sion  Service  Ck)rps  volunteers  Steve 
and  Meriam  Fox,  from  Dayton, 
Ohio;  and  five  missionary  kids.  For 
three  weeks  before  his  return,  Fut¬ 
rell  had  helped  in  the  bookstore  in 


Fes,  Morocco.  He  is  assigned  to 
Beirut  Baptist  School  in  west  Beirut. 

Trimble,  who  left  Lebanon  prior  to 
the  evacuation  to  attend  her  father’s 
funeral,  rejoined  her  husband.  Bill, 
an  English-language  pastor  from 
Shreveport,  La.,  in  Monsouriyeh  on 
the  east  side  of  Beirut. 

The  Foxes  hoped  to  return  to  west 
Beirut  March  13  to  resume  their 
English-language  ministry  with  Uni¬ 
versity  Baptist  Church.  ^ 

Julia  Graham,  wife  of  Finlay 
Graham,  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  associate  for  the  Middle 
East,  reported  from  Cyprus  that 
10th,  llth  and  12th  grade  classes  are 
continuing  at  Beirut  Baptist  School. 


The  1984  Wprld's  Fair  can  be  yours 

for  less  money,  less  time,  less  hassle 

BILOXI  BEACH  MOTOR 

INN  and  AMERICAN 

ADVENTURE  TRAVEL,  INC., 

have  combined  forces  to  offer  you 

a  fun  filled,  all  inclusive  two  day  ^  ^ 

Tour  #WF2B  (minimum  of  25  members  to  operate) 

a 

Cost  of  Tour:  $98.00  per  tour  member,  double  occupancy 
Cost  of  Tour  Includes: 

•  Roundtrip  (Jackson/New  Orleans)  chartered 
motorcoach  transportation 

•  Hotel  lodging  for  one  night  at  the 
Biloxi  Beach  Motor  Inn,  Biloxi,  MS 

•  All  taxes,  tolls,  and  gratuities* 

•  Two  day  unlimited  passport  to  the  1984  World's  Fair 

•  One  full  American  breakfast 

•  Accident/Sickness  Insurance  for  each  tour  member 

FOR  INFORMATION,  CALL  OR  WRITE: 

AMERICAN  ADVENTURE 
TRAVEL,  INC. 

419  S.  State  Street,  Suite  C-lOO 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39201 
(601)  944-0790 


1,000  new  works 
aim  of  revivals 
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N.  Carolina  paper 
purchases  building 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)— The  Bibli¬ 
cal  Recorder,  the  Baptist  state  paper 
for  North  Carolina,  will  occupy  its 
own  building,  on  or  before  July  1, 
1984,  according  to  Alfred  Ayscue, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors. 

The  paper  currently  has  between 
1 ,200  and  1 ,300  square  feet  of  space  in 
the  new  Baptist  Building  at  Cary 
Cost  for  the  space  was  $10,725  in  1963. 

“Through  careful  management  of 
our  limited  resources  and  the 
generosity  of  many  who  love  and 
support  the  Recorder,  we  will  move 
into  the  new  building  debt-free,” 
Editor  R.  G.  Puckett  said.  “The  only 
costs  we  will  have  will  be  utilities  and 
of  Truitt  Roberts.  The  Adult  Choir  from  First  Church,  Louisville,  traveled  over  100  the  condominium  association  fee.  We 
miles  to  participate.  There  were  choirs  and  ensembles  from  churches  in  New  expect  to  save  at  least  $8,000  the  first 
Albany,  Oxford,  Holly  Springs,  Corinth,  Tupelo,  Nettleton,  Houston,  Aberdeen,  year  on  building  costs.” 

Amory,  Columbus,  Bruce,  Pontotoc,  and  Louisville.  The  adult  choirs  from  First  The  Recorder  Building  will  be  in 
Church,  Houston,  and  First  Church,  Aberdeen,  participated  even  though  they  did  Park  on  the  Millbrook,  an  office  con- 
not  have  full-time  ministers  of  music  at  the  time.  dominium  complex  in  Raleigh.  The 

The  festival  planning  committee  for  this  year  included  Ray  Burke  of  First,  unit  which  the  Recorder  will  occupy 
Amory;  James  Francis  of  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc;  and  James-  Hess  of  contains  2,000  square  feet  on  two 
First,  Pontotoc.  levels. 


By  Patti  Stephenson 


ATLANTA  (BP) — Starting  1,000  sources  to  bring  in  a  professional  re¬ 
new  Southern  Baptist  missions  in  vival  team  ” 

America’s  unchurched  communities  '  In  addition  to  revival  leader,  volun- 
is  the  ambitious  goal  of  3,000  Mission  teer- teams  are  needed  to  conduct 
Revivals,  a  project  spearheaded  by  surveys,  visitation,  and  Vacation 
the  church  extension,  language  mis-  Bible  schools,  or  to  perform  concerts 
sions,  and  mass  evangelism  staffs  of  in  targeted  communities, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Don  Mabry,  state  missions  direc- 
Board.  tor  for  Louisiana,  reported  good  re- 

Designed  as  a  follow-up  to  Pente-  ception  to  the  project  by  Loutsiana 
cost  Sunday,  last  year’s  effort  to  Baptists  to  hold  mission  revivals  at 
garner  commitments  from  3,000  300  sites  this  year,  including  148 
churches  to  begin  new  works,  3,000  adopted  by  churches  on  Pentecost 
Mission  Revivals  “has  the  potential  Sunday  and  another  152  places  where 
of  being  one  of  the  most  productive  churches  are  needed.  More  than  100 
evangelistic  campaigns  ever  con-  Louisiana  volunteers  have  signed  up 
ducted”  by  Southern  Baptists,  be-  to  lead  revivals  without  honoraria, 
lieves  Richard  Harris,  HMB  mass  Mabry  said, 
evangelism  director.  (Patti  Stephenson  writes  for  the 

Jack  Redford,  HMB  church  exten-  Home  Mission  Board.) 

Sion  director,  expressed  hope  the 
1,300  churches  which  pledged  to 
begin  a  new  work  on  Pentecost  Sun¬ 
day  will  launch  a  mission  by  conduct¬ 
ing  a  revival  this  year,  if  they  have 
not  already  done  so.  HMB  leaders 
also  expect  churches  in  older  state 
conventions  linked  to  newer  conven¬ 
tions  to  participate  by  holding  revi¬ 
vals  in  areas  pinpoint^  as  having  an 
inadequate  evangelical  witness. 

Language  groups,  particularly 

American  Indian,  Chinese,  His-  A  former  church  family  member  and  one  who  does  soon  smells  of  the  teacnmgs,  me  souinem  bj 
panics,  Korean,  and  the  deaf,  are  often  told  “white  lies’’ that  damaged  garbage  and  is  avoided  by  others. 
also  targeted  for  mission  revivals,  the  reputation  of  others  in  the  church  Backtoyour  basic  question.  Do  not 

according  to  Fermin  Whittaker,  family.  We  feel  we  can  trust  one  prejudice  someone  on  the  basis  of  And  the  people  of  a  ban 
HMB  director  of  ethnic  church  another  hut  are  not  sure  of  new  another’s  conduct  or  attitudes.  Give  K^sinan  province  were  rej 
growth.  If  the  project  “catches  on  at  people  who  come  in.  So  much  harm  the  person  a  chance  to  earn  your 

the  grassroots  level,  it  can  be  very  was  done  by  the  lies,  we  are  afraid  to  trust.  Likewise,  remember  you  must  Bradley  and  his  wife,  C 
successful  in  starting  new  ethnic  trust  someone  new.  Any  not  assume  they  will  trust  you.  Keep  were  in  the  Philippines  for 
churches,”  Whittaker  said.  Last  year  suggestions?— M.  the  relationship  open  until  you  have  ®vangeli^ic  crusades 

457  new  language  works  began,  many  Dear  M.;  Yes.  One  person  who  reason  to  distrust  your  new  acquain-  Southern  Baptist  missions 
as  a  result  of  revivals,  he  noted.  proves  untrustworthy  should  not  tance  who  may  become  your  friend,  seven  Asi^  cwntries  parti 
Volunteer  teams  of  pastors  and  cause  distrust  of  others.  True,  those  Inquiries  to  Intensive  Care  are  Janua^.  On^e  swond  di 
laity  are  being  recruited  by  associa-  who  gossip  about  another,  injuring  welcomed.  Readers  who  feel  the  need  visit  the  Bradleys  found  tl 
tional  and  state  leaders  to  hold  the  their  reputation,  are  indulging  in  of  being  in  touch  with  Intensive  Care  op^-a 

revivals,  Harris  explained.  Douglas  murderous  conduct.  One  may  with-  are  encouraged  to  write.  Identities  with  about  100 shirts  and  fa 
Beggs,  director  of  Baptist  M^n  for  hold  “apparent”  truths  when  such  remain  confidential.  And  though  the 

the  Brotherhood  Commission,  de-  might  injure  another  person.  When  identities  of  those  performing  this  As  the  singing  began,  th 
scribed  such  lay-led  revivals  as  an  the  truth  is  spoken,  it  must  be  in  love,  ministry  have  been  kept  confidential  "[fcpln iticm 

effective  means  of  starting  churches  Digging  in  other  people’s  garbage  is  to  this  point,  they  are  welf  qualified  ^ 

in  areas  “that  might  not  have  the  re-  hardly  the  most  loving  thing  to  do,  for  the  service  they  are  rendering,  across  the  front.  Bradley  j 
,  ,  ,  ,  ...  Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  In-  tan  s  powers  would  be  boi 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities  tensive  care.  Baptist  Record,  Box  ^  ^ 

530,  Jackson.  MS  39205.-Editor.  As  the  service  was  cone 

..  ,,  L  ^  «  n.„  „  olQ  Ulan  m  the  center  of 

Mar.  26  Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic;  FBC,  Gulfport;  9:30  a.m.-3  p.m.  ^  ^  supported  by  his 

St  Curriculum  Workshop:  7-9:30  p.m,;Itotinson  street  BC.  Hinds  choifS  tO  ' 

JacksOT/Bowmar  Avenue  BC.  Vicksburg/ Highland  BC,  Meri-  m  o  forget  Jesus’  teachings. 

dian  (CT)  pr0S0ril  Clf3.ind.  “jjg  yjrgs  a  spiritist  leai 

Chlirrh  Trainino  Ciirripiiliim  Wnrktshnn-  7-9-.‘10  n  m  •  Calvarv  -I-  ...  j  ^  l 


Festival  draws  33  choirs 


Intensive  care  Missionary  wields  Word 

to  silence  spiritist 


a  team  of  family  life 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pric*.  binding  and  ttyla  (o  maal  avary 
naad  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad 
Write  lor  illuttratad  prica  lotdar 
"Initrnationaily  known  apacmliaia" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO 

■oi  Mf-C  —  Qraanwood,  Mlaa.  IMIO 


How  YOU  Can  Be  God’s  Beautiful  Woman 


a  Christian  Program  that  offers  Personal  Growth 
Your  lottlor  -  SRfNOA  THRASH 

•  Franchise,  owner  and  teacher  of  Image  of  Loveliness 

(self  improvement  course  for  ladies  and  teens  based  on  Scripture) 

•  Graduite  of  USM  —  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  f 

•  Wife  and  Mother 

•  Member  of  Leesburg  Baptist  Church  (Rankin  County)  * 

Somlnar  Includoo: 

“How  to  have  a  beautiful  personality  ” 

“My  body  —  the  Lord's  temple".  Indudes  posture,  cornplimems.  facial  expression, 
weight  “Who  am  I,  Lord?"  Selt-esteem  and  sett-acceptance.  “Wardrobe  stewardship  ‘ 
—  Outer  appearance  and  wardrobe  coordination 
A  Qromt  Program  . . .  Visuals  used!  Wardrobe  demonstrations! 

.  CALL  NOW  tor  more  information  (601)  854-8070. 

Ym  cm  bfliig  Brenda  to  yoer  dwreh  lor  Ms  axcltlei  program. 
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^Gimmick’  drawings 
bring  in  lost  people 


VITORIA,  Brazil  (BP)— Kent 
Paris  uses  chalk  drawings  for 
evangelism  because  they  work. 

He  gives  his  drawings  to  (Kristians 
who  bring  the  most  lost  people  to 
church  with  them.  Such  methods, 
he’s  been  told,  are  gimmicky,  even 
antiquated.  But  he  does  it  anyway. 

At  one  church,  members  seeking 
his  chalk  drawings  brought  253  vis¬ 
itors. 

'■‘I  consider  myself  pragmatic,” 
said  the  56-year-old  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  from  New  Mexico.  “I’m 
doing  something  that  works.  When  it 
quits  working.  I’ll  stop  doing  it.” 

Paris  has  seen  consistent  success 
using  his  chalk  drawings  as 
evangelism  incentives  in  the  Brazi¬ 
lian  state  of  Espirito  Santo,  where  he 
directs  evangelism  and  missions  for 
the  Brazilian  Baptist  Convention. 

“My  whole  message  is  to  try  to  in¬ 
volve  people  in  the  church  to  become 
evangelists,”  he  says.  ‘Tve  de¬ 
veloped  thq^theme;  ‘Each  One  Win 
One.’  ” 

But  the  drawings  are  only  a  part  of 
Paris’  evangelism  strategy.  Paris 
uses  them  to  identify  true  workers  by 
seeing  who  is  willing  to  invite  people. 
Once  he  identifies  top  contenders,  he 
teaches  them  they  should  witness  not 
to  win  a  picture,  but  to  serve  God. 

“Everyone  wzmts  the  pictures  but 
not  everyone  is  willing  to  work.”  he 
explained.  “When  I  go  back  to  the 


By  Marty  CroU 

church  a  month  later,  there  are  usu¬ 
ally  about  three  to  five  people  who 
have  taken  the  initiative  to  bring  in 
new  people.  Then  I  tell  them  they 
should  do  it  for  the  Lord.” 

Paris  sketches  biblical  pictures  on 
a  2-by-3-foot  pad  while  his  wife, 
Sarah,  leads  music  and  Bible  study 
for  the  first  10  to  15  minutes  of  their 
service.  He  gleans  subject  matter 
from  wherever  he  can  get  it— like 
prints  in  books  and  American 
Christmas  cards.  Usually  he 
sketches  scenes  with  backgrounds 
such  as  a  globe  or  an  open  Bible. 

Paris  is  amazed  the  little  talent  he 
claims  to  have  and  the  simple  art  it 
prodOces  would  be  such  an  attrac¬ 
tion.  A  group  of  American  Christians 
visiting  Brazil  who  were  asked  by  na¬ 
tionals  if  they  knew  Kent  Paris  even 
though  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry, 
Paris  had  been  away  from  Brazil  for 
seven  years  during  a  break  in  his 
missionary  service. 

“It’s  amazing.  They  remembered 
my  name,  remembered  the  work  I 
had  done  in  a  park  there.  They  even 
remember  what  I  drew  that  day.” 

An  amateur  artist  all  his  life,  Paris 
just  happened  on  his  chalk  ministry. 
He  bought  a  box  of  chalk  just  before 
he  began  his  first  term  as  a  missio¬ 
nary  in  1966,  but  let  it  sit  unused  for 
almost  four  years. 

Then  just  before  the  end  of  his  first 
term  a  Brazilian  congregation  asked 


him  to  draw  an  American  Christmas 
card.  The  reaction  was  so  over¬ 
whelming  he  began  to  incorporate 
chalk  drawings  and  visual  sermons 
into  his  services. 

But  Paris  soon  developed  a  prob¬ 
lem  :  What  do  you  do  with  the  picture 
when  the  service  is  over  and  you’re 
packing  to  leave?  “Pirst  come,  first 
served  doesn’t  always  suit  the  situa¬ 
tion,”  he  admitted. 

Once-on  a  trip  to  one  of  the  182 
churches  in  his  ^tate,  two  young  boys 
appeared  after  toe  service  with  soul¬ 
ful  pleas  for  his  drawing. 

“Not  willing  to  do  another  drawing 
and  wanting  to  return  to  the  paved 
road  which  was  several  miles  away,  I 
said:  ‘Look,  whichever  person  in  this 
church  will  bring  the  most  visitors 
toe  next  Sunday  to  worship  service 
can  have  the  picture  as  a  prize. 
OK?’  ” 

In  about  a  month,  Paris  went  back 
to  the  church.  Neither  young  boy  took 
the  prize.  A  young  girl  who  lived  out¬ 
side  the  town  brought  46  visitors  the 
next  week.  The  elderly  husband  of  a 
new  believer  brought  47. 

In  another  church,  the  incentive 
resulted  in  94  visitors,  one  Sunday. 
When  the  church  members  wrote  to 
thank  Paris,  many  of  the  visitors 
were  still  attending  regularly.  Ele¬ 
ven  had  made  decisions  of  (toristian 
commitment. 


First  Ckarch,  Sardis  (Panola): 
April  1-6;  Jimmie  C.  Wood,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church,  Greenwood, 
evangelist;  music  under  direction  of 
Joe  Meurrier,  minister  of  music  at 
Pirst,  Sardis;  services  on  Sunday  at 
11  a.m.,  and  7  p.m.;  services  during 
the  week  at  noon  and  7:30  p.m.; 
Bruce  G.  Jolly,  pastor. 

Trinity  Church,  Vicksburg:  April 
1-6;  Ed  Griffin,  evangelist;  Pred 
Guilbert  Jr.,  singer;  Howard  D. 
Smith,  pastor;  Sun^y  at  10:40  a.m. 
and  7:10  p.m.;  Mmi.-FYL  at  7  p.m. 

Cleary  Church,  Hoover  Lake, 
Plorence:  beginning  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  April  8  at  10:45  a.m.,  and  continu¬ 
ing  through  Priday  night,  April  13; 
evening  services  at  7;  evangelist, 
Malcolm  Richard,  preaching;  Ron¬ 
nie  C^ttingham,  music  evangelist; 
Kent  Shirley,  pastor. 

Lizana,  Gulfport;  March  25-28; 
Donnie  Guy,  Woolmarket  Church, 
Biloxi,  evangelist;  Marilyn  Smith, 
Bel  Aire  (^urch,  Gulfport,  music 
evangelist",  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  week  nights,  7  p.m.;  Gerald  H. 
Walker,  pastor. 

Fellowship  (LaudeMale):  near 
Okatibbee  Lake;  March  25-30;  ser¬ 
vices  on  Sunday  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
with  week-day  services  at  10:30  a.m. 


and  7  p.m.  except  Mon.  at  10  a.m. ;  Q. 

T.  Curtis,  pastor  of  Sage  Avenue 
Ctourdi,  Mobile,  evangelist;  Olyn  F. 
Roberts,  pastor. 

Collins  Church:  March  25-30; 
Mon.-Pri.  at  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  noon¬ 
day  services  on  Tuesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day;  regular  services  Sunday;  John 
McBride,  director,  (Operative  Mis-  \ 
sions  Department,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board,  evangelist; 
Rob  Robbins,  music  director  at  Mon- 
ticelloCtourch,  music  evangelist;  Joe 
Ratcliff,  pastor. 

Puckett:  Mar.  25-28;  regular  ser¬ 
vices  Sunday  and  7:30  p.m.  week- 
nights,  Howard  Benton,  evangelist 
and  Joe  Vance,  musician,  both  from 
Eastside  Church,  Pearl;  Jimmy 
Carr,  pastor. 

F^t,  Lauderdale:  Mar.  25-28;  Al¬ 
bert  Wilkerson,  Bogue  Chitto 
Ctourch,  Tylertown,  evangelist;  Tom 
Harrison,  musician;  Jerry  Bishop, 
pastor. 

Gillsburg:  Mar.  23-25;  youth  revi¬ 
val;  Friday  and  Saturday  at  7  p.m., 
Sunday  regular  services;  Ben  Car¬ 
lisle,  pastor,  Woodville  Church, 
evangelist;  Jon  Daniels,  student  at 
Mississippi  College,  musician. 


Heart  disease,  cancer 
claim  most  SBC  lives 

By  Ray  Purr 


Liberty  Church,  Rankin  County, 
has  called  Calvin  L.  Couch  as  youth 
director.  He  is  a  junior  at  Mississippi 
College  majoring 
in  religion.  He  was 
graduated  from 
Meridian  High 
School  and  at¬ 
tended  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege.  He  has 
worked  on  the 
'staff  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  for  two 
Couch  sunimers. 

Tommy  Kelly  is  toe  new  pastor  of 
Blackwater  (tourch  Kemper  (Hounty. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain 
(Allege.  Kelly  and 
his  wife,  Pam, 
both  sing;  they 
travel  many  miles 
each  year  to  pre¬ 
sent  concerts  and 
to  sing  or  speak  at 
retreats  and  youth 
meetings.  They 
Kelly  have  two  children. 


First,  Lambert  has  called  Gyde  K. 
Schiele  as  interim  associate  pastor. 
He  is  assuming  the  duties  as  minister 
of  music  and  youth  also.  He  and  his 
wife,  Jean,  live  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 
where  he  is  enrolled  in  Mid-America 
Seminary. 


Phil  Adams  has  been  called  as 
minister  of  music  of  Immanuel 
Church,  Qeveland.  He  and  his  wife, 
Marsha,  and  two  daughters  moved 
there  from  Knoxville,  Tenn.-He  is  a 
graduate  assistant  at  Delta  State 
University. 

Bill  Britton  has  been  called  to  Four 
Mile  Creek  Church,  Escatawpa,  as 
associate  pastor  and  youth  director. 

He  is  also  in 
charge  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Church 
which  was  started 
in  January.  He 
and  his  wife, 
Vicki,  have  moved 
't  in  Jo  a  house  owned 
by  the  church  and 
are  living  bri  the 
Britton  field.  He  was  or¬ 
dained  by  the  church  on  Feb.  5. 
Kenny  Goff  is  pastor. 

Danny  L.  Chaney  has  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  First  Church,  Run- 
nelstown.  He  is  a  graduate  of  East 
(hntral  Junior  (hllege  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary.  The  Chaneys  have 
moved  into  the  pastorium  at  Run- 
nelstown.  His  previous  pastorate  was 
Unity  Church,  Leakesville. 


Dennis  Johnsey  has  accepted  a  call 
as  pastor  of  Fir^t  Church,  Pas¬ 
cagoula.  He  received  a  master  of  di- 
vinity  degree  from 
Southwest- 
em  Seminap'  and 
doctor  of  ministry 
^  ■  degree  from  New 

^  Orleans  Semi- 

nary.  He  goes 
A  from  Pirst 

Ctourch,  Summit, 
A  where  he  has  been 

Johnsey  pastor  for  six 

years.  He  also  served  as  pastor  of 
Mantee  Church.  While  at  Summit,  he 
also  taught  Old  and  New  Testament 
at  Southwest  Mississippi  Junior  (Col¬ 
lege.  He  will  begin  his  ministry 'in 
Pascagoula  on  April  1. 


First,  Boyle 
seeks  info 


Men  willingly  believe  what  they 
wish.— Julius  Caesar 


First  Church,  Boxle,  is  making 
plans  to  celebrate  its  75to  anniver¬ 
sary  with  homecoming  on  May  20, 
1984.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Jean  Bright, 
Homecoming  (Committee  chairman, 
states,  “We  would  appreciate  anyone 
having  information  concerning 
former  staff  members  and  former 
church  members  and  bits  of  Boyle 
church  history  to  contact  me  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Boyle,  Miss.  38730.” 


DALLAS  ( BP ) — Heart  disease  and 
cancer  rank  as  the  leading  killers  of 
Southern  Baptist  ministers  and  de- 
nominiational  personnel  according 
to  statistics  released  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Annuity  Board. 

Seventy-three  percent  of  the  323 
deaths  recorded  by  the  board  in  1983 
were  attributed  to  heart  related 
illnesses  and  cancer.  Death  caused 
by  heart  disease  and  malfunctions 
increased  to  181  over  155  in  1982. 
Heart  attacks  contributed  to  147  of 
these  deaths.  Deaths  related  to 
cancer  increases  by  12  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  to  56. 

Respiratory  failure  claimed  20 
lives,  14  deaths  were  attributed  to  ac¬ 
cidents,  and  13  deaths  were  caused 
by  strokes. 

The  remaining  causes  of  death  to¬ 
tals  include  leukemia,  eight; 

Sonia,  suicide,  blood  clots,  and 
1  causes,  five  each;  tumors, 
four  hemorrhaging  and  hepatitis, 
two  each,  and  hypertension,  diabetes 
and  kidney  failure  each  claimed  one 
life. 

The  totals  reflect  deaths  of  minis¬ 
ters  and  denominational  employees 

County  Line  to 
present  film, 

“The  Hiding  Place” 

On  Saturday,  March  24,  the  full- 
length  movie.  The  Hiding  Place, 
starring  Julie  Harris,  Arthur  d’Con- 
nell,  and  Jeannette  Gift-George,  will 
be  shown  at  Ckninty  Line  Ctourch, 
Crystal  Springs. 

Tliere  will  be  no  admission  charge. 
An  offering  will  be  taken. 

“Bring  your  family  and  friends. 
The  movie  will  begin  promptly  at 
7:00  p.m.”  said  Bob  Mack,  pastor. 


who  participated  in  the  board’s  re¬ 
tirement  programs.  One  hundred 
fourteen  died  in  active  service  while 
209  died  in  retirement. 

(Furr  writes  for  the  Annuity 
Board.) 

Mrs.  Cross  dies 

Mrs.  Violet  Ooss,  82,  died  March  4, 
after  a  short  illness.  She  bad  worked 
with  Baptist  Women  for  over  60 
years.  She  and  her  husband,  Emmit 
CJross,  moved  to  Falkner,  Miss.,  in 
1970  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  they 
had  been  in  pioneer  mission  work  for 
19  years. 

Mrs.  Cross  was  a  native  of  Missouri 
and  a  graduate  of  Wayne  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Detroit. 

She  had  been  associational  WMU 
director  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and 
Mississippi;  state  WMU  director  in 
Michigan  for  three  years;  district  di¬ 
rector  for  five  north  Mississippi 
counties,  and  was  WMU  director  at 
Falkner  Ctourch  until  the  time  of  her 
death. 

Survivors  include  her  husband, 
Emmitt  Cross  of  Falkner;  three 
sons,  Jim  Ooss  of  Houston,  David 
Ooss  of  Detroit,  and  Dale  Ooss,  an 
employee  of  the  urban  evangelism 
department  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta;  two  daughters, 
Shirley  Murphree,  of  Warrensburg, 
Mo.,  and  Joyann  Bullock  of  Falkner; 
17  grandchildren;  and  nine  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

The  funeral  was  held  as  a  service  of 
praise  to  the  Lord,  with  her  son.  Dale 
Ooss,  delivering  the  message,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Jim  Ray,  Falkner  pastor, 
and  Bill  Foley,  fonper  pastor.  Spe¬ 
cial  music  was  presented  by  her 
grandchildren,  Marvin  and  Debbie 
Murphree  and  Karl  Bullock. 


Enjoyed  Mississippi 

Eklitor: 

We  were  recently  in  Kemper- 
Neshoba  Association  for  a  World 
Missions  Conference. 

Mr.  Kermit  Sharp,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  had  every  detail  well-planned 
so  that  participants  could  give  all 
their  thought  and  time  to  ministry. 
'Hiere  was  no  confusion. 

The  pastors  and  church  people 
were  wonderful,  cooperating  in 
every  way,  always  courteous  and 
kind. 

We  enjoyed  serving  in  Mississippi. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Lovegren 
Missionaries  to  Jordan 

Lottery  issue 

Eklitor: 

Don  McGregor  concludes  in  his 
editorial  of  March  8,  1964,  that  I  of¬ 
fered  an  amendment  to  the^ttery 
resolution  for  purposes  omen  than 
my  interest  in  educatiofi.  L^t^e 
point  out  to  you  that  Mr[  M^regor 
did  not  solicit  any  comihe^  from 
me  regarding  my  faiiure  to  vote  for 
the  iottery  resolution,  even  though  I 
offered  the  successful  amendment, 
channeling  all  proceeds  from  any  lot¬ 
tery  to  education.  For  this  reason  I 
felt  it  necessary  to  inform  you  that 
inunediately  after  my  amendment 
had  been  adopted,  the  chairman  of 
the  Constitution  Committee  moved 
final  passage  and  the  voting  machine 
was  opened.  I  was  on  my  way  to  my 
desk  when  time  ran  out,  and  the 
machine  was  locked.  I  assumed  at 
the  time  that  my  deskmate  had 
pushed  my  “yea”  ^tton,  but  in  fact  I 
was  not  voted  at  all. 

I  did  not  know  that  I  had  not  voted 
for  the  issue  until  after  the  House  had 
adjourned,  which  was  done  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  lottery  vote  was 
taken.  I  can  assure  Mr.  McGregor 
that  my  interest  in  offering  the 
amendment  was  simply  to  funnel  the 
funds  towards  educational  purposes 
and  constitutionally  prohibit  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  sudi  ^nds  for  any  pur¬ 
pose  other  than  elementary  and  sec¬ 
ondary  education.  In  fact,  I  hand 
wrote  the  amendment  at  my  desk  ap- 
proiimately  10  minutes  prior  to  the 
House  convoiing  on  that  Friday  and 
had  shown  it  to  the  Constitution 
Committee  chairman  only  moments 
before  offering  it. 

You  should  ^so  examine  the  House 
rules  where  every  member  is  re¬ 
quired  to  vote  unless  he  has  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  legislation 
at  hand,  in  which  instance  he  may  be 
permittl^  to  vote  “present.” 
William  H.  Jones 
District  104 

Mississippi  Legislature 


Directory  problems 

Eklitor: 

The  intent  of  this  letter  is  to  inform 
you  and  Mississippi  Baptists  of  a 
problem  we  at  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Fulton  have  encountered  in  hopes 
that  others  may  avoid  the  same. 

In  early  1963  FBC  opted  to  have  a 
“Pictorial  Church  Directory” 
printed.  After  consulting  with  sev¬ 
eral  companies,  all  being  practically 
the  same  in  their  offer,  we  chose  to 
enlist  Photographic  Specialties  of 
Memphis  to  provide  this  service. 


OR  m\i 


This  was  in  March  of  1963. 

All  the  arrangements  were  made 
and  the  settings  arranged  (May 
1963).  All  seemed  well  until  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  proofs  for  the  “institu¬ 
tional”  pages.  Because  these  were 
not  suitable,  thejt^ere  done  over.  It 
was  here  that  the  wlays  began.  Due 
to  the  retakes  of  these  pictures  our 
“proof  book”  was  late  sununer  in  ar¬ 
riving.  "niis  however,  after  correct¬ 
ing  many  typographical  errors,  was 
returned  with  delivery  date  30  days 
from  that  time.  Again  delays. 

I  began  calling  in  October  (1963) 
concerning  these  delays,  each  time 
being  promised  our  finished  product 
in  a  matter  of  weeks. 

Prior  to  sending  the  “proof  book” 
to  us,  we  had  our  church  history 
typed,  right  margins  justified,  with¬ 
out  mistakes,  and  returned  it  to 
them.  Our  proof  book  came  back 
without  the  history  as  we  printed  it, 
but  filied  with  typographical  errors. 
This  was  corrected  mentioning  our 
original  copy,  and  returned  to  them 
again. 

Finally,  after  a  trip  to  Memphis  to 
discuss  the  delay,  we  received  our 
books  Feb.  15,  1964  without  the  cor¬ 
rections  in  typing.  It  has  errors  and 
ends  in  mid  sentence  and  is  incom¬ 
plete. 

I  trust  that  I  do  not  sound  vindic¬ 
tive,  however  I  do  feei  our  churches 
need  to  be  aware. 

Martin  Hayden,  pastor 
First  Baptist  CSiurch 
Fkilton. 


Tuition  tax  credits 

Eklitor: 

To  take  an  excerpt  froni  your 
editorial,  may  I  add  this: 

This  is  in  no  wise  9  statement  in 
opposition  to  public  schools.  Those 
families  that  desire  to  do  so  should 
feel  free  to  send  their  children  to  pub¬ 
lic  sdiool.  They  should  bear  the  cost 
themselves,  however,  and  not  expect 
the  rest  of  the  nation  to  help  th^. 

Also,  President  Reagan  has  been  a 
shining  example  of  Christian  leader¬ 
ship.  As  a  Chiistian,  I  fully  support 
him  in  his  endeavors,  which  include 
prayer  in  school. 

Linda  S.  Williams 
Osyka 


Tuition  tax  credit 

Eklitor: 

I  have  been  a  Southern  Baptist  for 
nearly  30  years.  I  want  you  to  know 
that  I  am  very  disappointed  in  you 
and  your  paper.  I  have  two  daughters 
that  are  near  completing  their  educa¬ 
tion  in  a  private  (Christian  school. 
They  have  been  taught  the  Bible  in 
class  and  start  each  ^y  with  a  scrip¬ 
ture  and  prayer  on  the  intercom. 

Our  church  passed  out  a  Home 
Mission  bulletin  last  Sunday,  and  one 
item  stated  that  approximately  60 
percent  of  the  United  States  popula¬ 
tion  appears  to  be  lost.  Why  don’t  you 
and  your  paper  devote  more  time  and 
energy  on  this  problem  and  leave  the 
private  schools  alone? 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  haven’t 
complained  aboqt  the  tax  breaks  the 
churches  receive. 

Michael  C.  Baldwin 
JaAaan 


100  years  for  Union 
Church 

Eklitor: 

Union  (Jhurth,  Franklin  County, 
was  founded  in  1859  and  will  celeb¬ 
rate  its  125th  Anniversary  with  a 
week  of  special  services  July  22-27  of 
this  year.  Each  day  during  the  week  a 
former  pastor  or  other  preacher  re- ' 
lated  to  the  church  in  the  past,  wili 
[H'each. 

I  am  writing  about  our  plans  this 
early  to  give  interested  readers  time 
to  make  plans  to  be  with  us.  Also,  if 
any  reader  has  information  about  the 
church’s  history,  biographies  of 
former  pastors,  or  memorabilia  we 
couid  display,  we  would  like  to  hear 
from  them.  'There  was  a  history  of  the 
church  written  for  the  1959  centen¬ 
nial,  but  as  yet  we  have  not  been  able 
to  locate  a  copy. 

Please  write  to  Union  Baptist 
Church,  Rt.  1,  Box  139-A,  Roxie, 
Miss.  39661. 

What  price  is  too  great? 

Eklitor: 

Two  mothers  of  the  Canary  Is¬ 
lands,  Spain  with  three  children 
each,  found  Jesus  as  Savior.  Each 
has  a  very  difficult  home  situation. 
Their  husbands  are  not  saved  and  do 
not  want  them  to  go  to  church. 

Mari  Ckumen  attends  church  but  is 
afraid  to  be  baptized,  lest  she  lose  her 
husband’s  love.  I  baptized  Felisa  last 
April ;  and  that  day  she  was  careful  to 
take  the  house  keys  with  her,  for  fear 
her  husband  might  lock  her  out. 

Many  of  her  neighbors  to  whom  she 
had  witnessed  came  to  see  her  bap¬ 
tized.  Five  of  them  professed  faith  in 
Christ  in  that  same  service. 

But  Felisa  has  been  greatly  tested 
since  then,  Her  two  oldest  daughters, 
ages  16  and  14,  were  run  down  by  a 
car  on  September  30, 1963,  and  left  in 
critical  condition  with  broken  legs 
and  other  serious  injuries.  The 
younger  was  in  intensive  care  for 
over  a  week  and  was  very  near  death 
with  a  blood  clot.  I  had  thie  joy  to  hear 
her  say  from  that  intensive  care  unit 
that  she  was  trusting  in  Jesus  as  her 
Savior.  Both  girls  now  know  Jesus. 
Since  we  returned  to  the  States  for 
furlough,  Felisa  has  informed  as  that 
both  girls  are  now  learing  to  walk 
again;  but  even  more  important, 
they  are  teaming  to  walk  daily  with 
Jesus. 

While  the  girls  were  in  the  Las 
Palmas  hospital,  Felisa  witnessed  to 
almost  everyone  on  the  hospital 
wards.  A  number  have  accepted 
Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord,  She  even 
brought  into  the  hospital  a  young 
woman,  16  years  old,  who  had  run 
away  from  home.  This  young  lady  is 
now  a  (Christian  and  attends  church 
regularly.  * 

Felisa  thanks  God  and  Southern 
Baptists  for  sending  us  to  witness  to 
her  and  her  family,  to  show  them  the 
difference  Jesus  makes.  She  says 
that  if  for  no  other  reason,  it  was 
worthwhile  for  Southern  Baptists  to 
send  us  to  the  Canary  Islands  to  bring 
Jesus  to  her  and  her  family,  even 
though  her  husband  is  not  yet  saved. 

Mari  Carmen  was  not  willing  to 
pay  the  price  to  follow  Jesus  fully. 
Felisa  believes  that  no  price  is  too 
great  to  pay  to  have  Jesus  as  Lord. 
(Diaries  W.  Whitten 
Missionary  to  Equatorial 
Guinea,  West  Africa 


•  fTit.  “ft 


MR.  AND  MRS.  GERALD  NEAL 


"WE  LOVE  OUR  SENIOR  ADULTS" 
was  the  theme  of  a  banquet  given  Feb 
1 5  to  honor  the  senior  adults  of  Corinth 
Church,  Damascus  community,  near 
Little  Rock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Neal 
were  crowned  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young-at- 
Heart.  Other  members  honored  were 
Sara  Caldwell,  Bobbie  Beckham,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lacester  Gibson,  Earijne 
Wiggins,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  Mas¬ 
sey. 

Ckirinth  Church  held  a  Sweetheart 
banquet  for  its  youth  Sunday  School 
class  on  Feb.  18.  Speakers  were  DANE 
TRUHETT  and  DANNY  RUSSELL, 
members  of  the  "Believers.”  LISA 
WIGGINS  and  TONY  STOVALL  were 
crowned  sweethearts.  Others  present 
were  Lisa  Neal,  Matt  Tucker,  Angel 
Truhett,  and  John  Massey  The  pastor 
is  Mike  Truhett. 

Our  Daily  Bread,  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  kitchen  ministry  in  Jackson 
County  with  several  Baptist 
churches  participating,  has  served 
its  100,000th  meal.  The  non-profit  or¬ 
ganization  was  begun  15  months  ago 
to  serve  hot  meals  to  those  in  need,  no 
questions  asked. 

United  (Diristian  Outreach,  spon¬ 
sor  of  Our  Daily  Bread,  has  also 
voted  to  purchase  the  building  on 
Hospital  Road  that  serves  as  the 
kitchen. 

Scott  County  Baptist  Association 
has  a  new  office  building  located  on 
Airport  Road  in  Forest.  Offices  were 
moved  last  month  to  the  new  location 
from  the  previous  location  in  the 
Forest  Church.  The  Scott  CkMinty  di¬ 
rector  of  missions  is  Holmes  H.  Car¬ 
lisle. 

Church  chalks  up 
TV  breakthrough 

CUREPIPE,  Mauritius— After 
five  years  of  trying.  Baptists  on  the 
Indian  Ocean  island  of  Mauritius 
succeeded  in  having  their  first  televi¬ 
sion  program.  The  10-member  choir 
of  (kirepipe  Baptist  Church  was  in¬ 
vited  to  record  a  video  production 
just  before  (Jhrisynas,  after  a  churdi 
member  wrote  a^ng  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Because  the  television  station 
double-booked,  the  choir  had  to  make 
two  trips  to  record  the  program.  But 
they  were  so  excited  by  the  results 
that  they  immediately  started  plan¬ 
ning  an  Easter  program.  Sou^em 
Baptist  missionary  Norman  Wood, 
who  had  tried  for  five  years  to  get  a 
(Diristian  film  on  television  on  the  is¬ 
land,  said  he  hopes  this  will  be  a 
“break-through”  for  other  (Duistian 
programs. 
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Theater  plam 
“Songfest” 

A  “(Du*istian  Songfest”  will  kick  off 
a  new  series  of  concerts,  shows,  and 
programs  featuring  family  enter¬ 
tainment,  now  being  planned  for  the 
Saenger  Theater  in  downtown  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  Sponsored  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Civitan  Club,  the -“Saturday 
Night  atthe  Saenger”  events  will  be 
free  and  open  to  the  public. 

The  “Christian  Songfest”  is 
scheduled  for  March31at7:30p.m.  It 
will  offer  the  music  and  ministry  of 
four  Hattiesburg-area  Christian 
groups.  Kinfolk,  from  Petal,  and 
(Carpenter’s  Wood,  comprised  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  (College  students,  per¬ 
form  contemporary  Christian  selec¬ 
tions.  More  traditional  gospel  and 
spiritual  music  will  be  provided  by 
Ebony  Essence,  made  up  of  four 
USM  students,  and  the  Hub  City 
Quartet.  According  to  the  show’s  di¬ 
rector,  Kurt  Brautigam,  “We  are 
looking  forward  to  a  great  evening. 
We’re  very  happy  to  be  able  to  bring 
this  kind  of  a  show  to  Hattiesburg, 
and  hope  that  ft  will  provide  a 
blessing  for  everyone  involved. 
Everycxie  is  invited  to  come  and  join 
in  on  the  fun.” 

Future  events  in  the  series  will  be 
scheduled  as  often  as  possible, 
Brautigam  indicated,  and  said  other 
“(Christian  Songfests”  are  being  con¬ 
sidered,  as  well. 

Hastings  to  retire 
as  Illinois  editor 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (BP)— Robert 
J.  Hastings,  59,  will  retire  as  editor  of 
the  Illinois  Baptist  in  September, 
shortly  after  his  60th  birthday. 

Hastings,  who  has  been  e^tor  of 
the  34,000  circulation  weekly  news- 
journal  of  the  Illinois  Baptist  State 
Association  17  years,  said  the  early 
retirement  will  enable  him  to  do 
more  teaching  and  creative  writing. 

This  fall,  Hastings  will  be  visiting 
professor  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary 
in  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  where  he  was 
adjunct  professor  for  two  months  in 
1977. 

When  he  became  editor  in  1967,  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  lUlnois  Baptist  was 
about  19,000.  Soon  after,  ^e  paper 
was  included  in  the  state  (CooperaUve 
Program  budget  and  circulation  rose 
to  a  peak  of  46,000.  It  remained  there 
until  postage  rates  in  1962  forced  cir¬ 
culation  back  to  its  present  level  of 
34,000. 

Hastings’  most  widely  reprinted 
piece  is  a  250-word  essay, ‘“The  SUk; 
tion,”  which  first  appear^  in  the  0- 
linois  Baptist  in  1960.  Ann  Landers 
subsequently  reprinted  it  twice  in  her 
syndicated  column. 

Other  than  student  pastorates  and 
two  occasions  as  pa^or  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Baptist  (Diurch  in  Carbqii- 
dale.  Ill.,  all  of  Hastings’  ministry 
has  been  with  the  denominational 
agencies.  He  spent  10  years  in  ste¬ 
wardship  promotion  with  the  SBC 
Executive  (Committee  in  Nashville 
and  the  Kentucky  Baptist  (Dmveo- 
tion. 


Pray  for  MKs 

March  21 — Kevin  C.  Peacock, 
Korea,  Mississippi  College. 


Provideiice  has  given  us  hope  and 
sleep  as  a  compensation  for  the  many 
cares  of  life.— Voltaire 
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- Devotional - - 

Millionaire  by  adoption 

By  AmuNid  D.  Tkylor,  Sunmerwood  Chnrch,  OUve  Braaeh 
Bmaw  8:1C-1S 

In  these  verses  Paul  speaks  ot  adoption  into  the  family  of  God.  Several 
years  ago,  in  my  home  conununity ,  th^  was  an  emphasis  on  the  heire  of  the 


Missions  shortfall  expected 
unless  basic  giving  increases 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— The  Newman  College,  Jefferson  Qty,  Two  missionary  children,  Hugh 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Tenn.;  New  Orleans  Seniin^;  and  and  D^bie  Pinkston  Redmon,  were 
Board  will  have  to  cut  its  budget  by  South^  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  among  the  16  career  missionaries 
nearly  $2.8  million  before  the  end  of  In  other  action,  the  board  approved  and  two  missionary '  associates 
the  year  unless  (Operative  Prog-  recommendations  for  providing  named  during  the  meeting.  The  two, 
ram  giving  picks  up,  says  the  more  opportunities  for  college  and  who  were  appointed  to  Venezuela, 

Forei^  Mission  Board’s  treasurer,  seminary  students,  including  those  are  the  children  of  Don  and  Jo  Red- 
Giving  is  up  6.51  percent  over  1982-  not  connected  with  Baptist  Student  mon,  missionaries  to  Cketa  Rica,  and 
83,  but  the  convention  operating  Unicais,  to  become  involved  in  over-  Ed  and  Greta  Pinkston,  missionaries  t 

budget  calls  for  an  11.91  percent  in-  seas  missions.  to  Ivory  Ck>ast.  The  board  also  reap-  Taylor 

crease,  reported  (^1  Johnson  in  the  In  outlining  the  program,  Harlan  pointed  four  missionaries  and  nam^  God  by  faith. 
February  meeting  of  the  Foreign  Spurgeon,  vice  president  for  human  16  Mission  Service  (3orps  personnel  I  stood  one 
Mission  Board.  Because  the  Foreign  resources,  noted  about  one-third  of  and  two  medical  receptors.  children.  He: 

Mission  Board  has  been  allocated  50  all  active  missionaries  were  involved  (Mary  Jane  Welch  writes  for  the  that  these  chi 
percent  of  the  convention’s  basic  in  student  missions  before  becoming  Foreign  Mission  Board.)  diso^ra  ^em 

operating  budget,  its  budget  will  missionaries, 
have  to  be  cut  50  cents  for  every  dol¬ 
lar  that  falls  short,  he  warned. 

“We  are  always  alert  to  a  possible 
shortfall  in  the  Lottie  Moon  CJirist- 

but  the  pos- 


||  Dependable 


mas  offering,’’ he  said, 

sibility  of  a  shortfall  in  the  SBC  basic  K 

operating  budget  adds  a  new  dimen-  ^  A  till  tl.d/<ltl.CO 

Sion  to  budget  planning.”  By  Bob  Simmons 

Johnson  noted  two  states,  Arkan¬ 
sas  and  Florida,  are  setting  the  pace  The  Cooperative  Program  has  dability  provides  great  peace  of  mind 
in  giving  this  fiscal  year  by  increas-  been  the  exciting  and  dependable  to  missionaries  far  from  home, 
ing  Cooperative  Program  gifts  to  center  around  which  my  ministry  has  Now  as  I  begin  a  new  ministry  on 

convention  causes  by  15.32  percent  revolved  for  three  decades  of  (T^ist-  the  faculty  of  New  Orleans  Baptist 

and  23.56  percent,  respectively.  ian  service.  As  a  pastor  I  knew  the  Theological  Seminary,  I  am  re- 

Other  financial  news  was  more  en-  (Operative  Program  to  be  an  effec-  minded  it  is  also  the  Cooperative 
couraging.  A  $1  million  gift  for  the  tive  instrument  with  which  I  could  Program  that  makes  the  teaching 
board’s  missionary  learning  center  inspire  my  churches  to  be  involved  in  ministry  possible  in  the  seminary 
from  J.  Harwood  and  Louise  Blanks  a  world-wide  ministry.  I  could  assure  setting.  And  that  seminary  is  just  one 
(Cochrane  of  Richmond,  Va.,  moved  my  people  that  their  offerings  of  many  institutions  that  help  Bap- 
total  gifts  for  the  center  to  813.5  through  the  Cooperative  Program  tists  train  an  increasing  corps  of 
million — less  than  $2  million  from  the  would  indeed  extend  in  usefulness  to  ministers  for  an  expanding  work. 

$15.1  million  goal.  The  gift  is  the  the  farthest  reaches  of  a  lost  world.  Thus,  wherever  I  have  turned  in 
Cochranes’  fifth  to  the  learning  the  gospel  ministry,  the  (Operative 

center.  Program  has  been  there  challenging 

Workers  are  putting  final  touches  As  a  foreign  missionary  for  almost  stewardship,  opening  up  the  world  to 
on  construction  of  the  20-building  10  years.  I  felt  the  (Operative  Prog-  our  people’s  service,  and  supporting 
complex  near  Richmond  on  land  do-  ram  to  be  the  most  dependable  the  preaching,  teaching,  and  healing 
nated  by  the  Cochranes.  The  first  method  possible  to  support  a  foreign  ministry  of  the  Word, 
career  missionary  orientation  at  the  mission  force  more  than  3,000  strong.  I  thank  God  foe, the  Cooperative 
center  is  scheduled  to  begin  April  9.  1  iwver  speak  to  a  missionary  from  Program.  Surely  it  is  God  who  gave  it  Nigeria,  said  the 

Board  members  heard  South^  anothjsr  denominational  group  with-  to  us  Southern  Baptists.  The  sparked  by  the  awai 

Baptists  gave  a  record  $6.1  milli^  out/nanking  God  that  my  Southern  Cooperative  Program  seems  in-  Baptist  leaders  of  ^ 

for  relief  ministries  during  1983  and  Baptist  forebears  had  the  wisdom  to  spired  to  me!  need  for  ^peratio 

more  than  $7.2  million  was  allocated,  follow  the  Lord’s  leadership  into  the  (Bob  Simmons  is  on  the  faculty  at  and  training  of  lead 
During  December  and  January,  Cooperative  Program.  Its  genius  has  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  is  a  Ak^de,  also  gen< 
more  than  $920,000,  including  made  our  convention  what  it  is  in  former  missionary  to  Hong  Kong  and  the  Nigerian  Baptist 

$461,136  to  initiate  a  major  develop-  missionary  involvement.  Its  depen-  to  the  Philippines.)  13®  register^  dele( 

mental  project  in  the  Moretan  area  of  .  vers  that  Nigerian 

Togo,  was  allocated.  scholarships 

The  Moretan  area,  where  North  - /  -  tential  Baptist  lead 

Carolina  baptists  will  carry  out  a  Africa  at  the  Ni 

three-year  partnership  missions  pro-  Theological  Sem 


All  Africa  Baptist  body 
takes  second  step  forward 
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Army  advances  Beirut  school  reopen! 

LONDON  (EP)— According  to  fi-  BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)— 
gures  recently  published  by  the  Sal-  Students  in  the  11th  and  12th  gra'des 
yation  Airoy’s  International  Head-  at  Beirut  Baptist  School  returned  to 
quarters  in  London,  the  number  of  classes  Feb.  29,  nearly  a  month  after 
countries  in  which  the  Salvation  fighting  forced  schools  in  west  Beirut 
Army  is  worlpng  increased  from  79  to  to  close. 

85  during  the  last  decade.  Missionary  principal  Jim  Ragland, 

In  1983  16.348  officers  were  active  from  Wetumka,  Okla.,  planned  for 
in  the  SA  and  1,536  cadets  received  lOth  graders  to  return  to  class  March 
training.  The  total  number  of  Sal-  1. 

vationists  surpassed  the  3  million  School  buses  ai’e  not  operating  and 
mark.  Every  Sunday  Salvationists  preschool  through  ninth-grade  stu- 
instnict  half  a  million  children  in  the  dents  are  not  returning  to  school  be- 
CJiristian  faith.  cause  scattered  fighting  and  acts  of 

T  U  violence  have  continued  in  west 

1  OUlll  LiflD  Beirut,  Ragland  said. 

FORT  WORTH  Totjui—  Ballenger,  Southern  Baptist 

Southwestern  Seminary  here  will  .'JI 

“Youth  Ministry:  Interfacing  S.' 

Youth  with  God,”  will  be  the  focus*  in  that  area  forced  admims- 

and  seminars  will  examine  disciple-  exams  and 

ship,  clowning,  missions  knd  close  the  seminary  Feb.  14. 

For  more  information  or  to  pre  Black  and  white 
register,  contact  Philip  Briggs,  P.  O. 

Box  22328,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  76122.  SPARTANBURG,  S.C.  (BP)— 

More  than  2,500  Baptists  from  both 
black  and  white  churches  attended 
the  South  Carolina  Baptist  and  Bap¬ 
tist  Eklucational  and  Missionary  (Con¬ 
ference  on  Evangelism. 


(Cookeville,  Tenn.,  has  been  elected 
elecutive  director-treakurer  of  Ten- 
nessee' Baptist  Children’s  Homes 
Inc.,  effective  April  IS.  Stow  will  suc- 
'  ceed  Evans  B.  Bowen  who  retired 
I  Dec.  31,  1983.  Stow,  pastor  of  the 
,  .  ,  ...  (Cookeville  church  since  1976,  has 

Jackson  (center)  was  one  of  five  writers  bee^  ^^Uve  in  denominational  life, 
itly  to  accept  assignments  for  the  1985  ^^rving  currenUy  as  a  trustee  of  the 
biographies  for  Baptist  HospiUl  in  Nashville  and  on 
MU,  SBC,  and  Broadman  Press  Mrs.  ^he  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
^rs  Norwood  Waterhouse,  home  mis-  Board.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the 
r  writers  (I  tor):  Roberta  Ryan  El  Paso,  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  spe- 
Trent  and  Mary  Butler.  Nashville.  Tenn.  ^jal  study  committee  on  CanadalT 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)— Carol  native  of  Dresden,  Tenn.,  he  is  a 
SissoDof  Birmingham,  Ala., hasbeen  '  graduate  of  the  University  of  Ten- 
named  public  information  specfalist  nessee,  and  Southwestern  and  South- 
for  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC.  crn  Seminaries. 

WMU  has  approximately  1.2  million 

members.  Tocowa  Church,  Panola  County,  on 

Sisson  began  work  at  WMU  in  1981  Sunday  evening.  Feb.  25,  ordained 
as  public  information  secretary,  and  Emmett  Whitten  as  a  deacon.  The 
later  became  public  information  as-  council’s  questioning  session  was  led 
sistant.  by  G.  E.  Jolly,  director  of  missions, 

o  ij  n  o  iwu  w  r  ,  Panola  Association.  Jimmy  An- 
Harojd  D.  S^th,  pastor  of  First  ^lony,  Tocowa  pastor,  preached  the 
Baptist  Church,  Oilumbia,  Tenn.,  ordination  sermon;  Bobo  Faulkner, 
1976,  has  b^  nam^^  ar-  chairman  of  deacons  at  Tocowa. 
^t^tural  ronsuUant  for  ^e  Baptist  g^yg  y,e  charge  tafthe  candidate.  0. 
Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  w.  Wheeler  gav^e  charge  to  the 


of  Churches’  faith  and  order  sec¬ 


retariat,  said  the 


most  significant  * meeung ,  uescnoeo  as  me  iirsi 
ecumenical  development  is  in  involving  the  two  denomi- 

Lutheran-Anglican  relations.”  naUons  was  spoimred  jomUy  by  the 
Most  U  S.  Lutheran  and  Episcopa-  South  Caro  ina  Baptist  ConvMljon 
lians  (Anglicans )  have  had  a  limited  ^  Educational  and  Mi^ 

form  of  eucharistic  sharing  for  more  **ou8Ty  Convention  of  South 
than  a  year,  and  have  begun  a  third 
round  of  theological  dialogues  that  j 
some  expect  will  lead  to  a  greater  lX)86  prOJ>Crty 
degree  of  cooperation.  A  recent  in¬ 
ternational  Lutheran-Anglican  con-  WASHINGTON  (BP)— A  congre 
sultation  urged  that  “full  commun-  dissident  Pre8b3^rians  in 

ion”  be  established  between  the  two  Baltimore,  Md.,  iMt  a  final  appeal  to 
traditions  while  the  groups  remained  regain  control  of  its  church  property 
“autonomous.”  U.S.  Supreme  Court  de- 

•>«-  ,  .  dined  Feb.  21  to  review  its  complaint 

JVlOZflmoiQUC  against  the  local  presbytery. 

Babcock  Memorial  Presbyterian 
BLGOMFIELD,  N.  J.  (EP)— The  (^urch,  which  withdrew  from  the 
churches  in  Mozambique  are  grow-  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  1961 
ing  so  rapidly  that  if  evangelization  in  a  dispute  over  church  doctrine, 
continues  at  the  present  rate  for  the.  had  sought  through  the  courts  to  re- 
next  20  years,  the  country  will  have  gain  the  property  seized  by  the  pa- 
been  evangelized,  says  Robert  Fos-  rent  denomination  after  the  228-6 
ter.  International  director  of  Africa  vote  severing  the  denominational  re- 
Evangelical  Fellowship.  “Tremend-  lationship. 
ous  strides  have  been  made,”  he  re-  A  clause  clarifying  the  denomina- 
ported  after  a  visit.  “In  some  dis-  tion’s  claim  on  local  property  was 
tricts  more  than  50  percent  of  the  added  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
people  are  born-again  believers.”  constitution  in  1961  after  a  Supreme 
Missionaries  were  expelled  in  1959,  C^ourt  ruling  that  even  hierarchical 
but  since  then  the  government  has  denominations  must  make  explicit 
taken  more  conciliatory  attitude.  claims  on  local  church  property  or 

risk  losing  it  to  dissidents  such  as 
-  -  thos®  Babcock. 

"  Robert  and  Flora  Hoiifield,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Italy,  have  completed  Bayou  View  will 
furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  ,  ^  . 

(address:  Via  Monte  Bianco  91,  dedicate  buildiug 
Rome,  Italy).  “ 

Harry  and  Frances  Raley,  mis-  Bayou  View  Church,  Gulfport,  will 
sionaries  to  Taiwan,  have  arrived  in  observe  dedication  services  for  its 
the  States  for  furlough  ( address :  715  new  church  facility  on  Sunday,  April 
E.  Northside  Dr.,  Jackson,  Miss.  1.  *1110  morning  service  will  be  on  the 
39206).  normal  schedule;  the  afternoon  ser- 

Jonathan  and  LaHoma  Singleton,  vice  will  begin  at  2:30,  to  be  followed 
missionaries  to  the  Windward  Is-  by  “open  house”  that  will  conclude  at 
lands,  may  be  addressed  at  5  p.m. 

Hewanorra  Baptist  (Centre,  43  Martin  R.  Bryant  Barnes  is  the  pastor; 
Luther  King  St.,  Vieux  Fort,  St.  Grover  Stuart  is  chalrmaq,  dedica- 
Lucia,  W.I.  He  is  a  native  of  Belzoni.  tion  service  committee. 


MOBILIZE  GOD'S 
MIGHTY  ARMY 


"Evangelism  Explosion  outlines  how  a  whole  congregation  can  be 
motivated  and  mobilized  to  perform  the  task  of  evangetism." 

Dr.  Billy  Graham 
from  the  Foreward 
to  the  textt>ook 


Evangelism  Explosion  is  the  Rolls  Royce  of  evangelism  training. 
Dr.  Bailey  Smith 

Pastor.  First  Southern  Baptist  Church 
Del  City,  Oklahoma 


Discoid  howto  honestly  equip  the  saints,  usings  proven  training  program.  You'll  see 
your  lay  people  mobilized  to  minister  with  confiderKe. .  .enthusiasm. . .  e/j^ectiveness. 

Evangelism  Explosion  III  Interaalional 

Invites  YOU 

to  sign  up  for  the  CC  Ciinic  Experience 


April  27/nay  2 
May 4/9 

September  7/12 


Wallace  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 


Knoxville.  TM 
Fort  Smith,  AR 
Broken  Arrow.  OK 


For  other  ciinic  dates  or  registration  cards,  please  write  toJEE  ill  International;  Box 
23820;  FOrt  Lauderdale,  PL  33307.  Or  Call  us  at  (305)  973-7710 


Bible  Book 


Uniform 


The  fall  of  the  Southern  Kingdom 

By  Bill  Causey,  pastor,  Parkway,  Jackson 
II  Kings  23:31-25:30 


Jesus  calls  persons 

By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Tupelo 
Mark  8:27-38 


After  the  31  year  reign  and  reforms 
of  Josiah,  the  righteous  king,  there 
follows  a  succession  of  weak,  unsta¬ 
ble,  and  evil  kings.  Each  in  his  own 
way  shows  the  final  failure  of  evil  in 
all  its  forms  and  the  judgment  of  God 
upon  their  failure  to  follow  him. 

1.  The  inevitable  result  (23:31-24:20) 
Pharaoh  Neco  of  Egypt,  who  killed 
Josiah  at  Megiddo,  bwame  the  con¬ 
trolling  power  of  Judah  during  this 
time.  Even  though  the  people  put 
Jehoahaz  on  the  throne,  he  was 
within  three  months  imprisoned  in 
Riblah.  Riblah  was  apparently  a 
military  headquarters  city  for 
Pharaoh  at  this  time.  Having  de¬ 
posed  Jehoahaz,  the  Pharaoh  put 
Jehoiakim  on  the  throne  in  his  place 
and  removed  Jehoahaz  to  Egypt 
where  he  died.  This  new  king  paid 
tribute  to  Pharaoh  (v.  35)  by  heavily 
taxing  the  people.  This  puppet  king 
then  became  subject  to  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  for  three 
years  (24;1)  at  which  time  he  rebel¬ 
led  against  Babylon  to  his  own  hurt. 
He  became  prey  even  to  the  weaker 
nations  of  the  region  and  all  of  this  is 
seen  as  punishment  from  God  (24:2) 
for  the  tragic  and  evil  reign  of  Man- 
asseh  (ch.  21). 

National  disintegration  could  not 
be  avoided  and  we  see  Judah  becom¬ 
ing  a  pawn  in  the  competition  for 
power  between  Babylon  and  Egypt. 
To  see  the  chosen  of  God  desperately 
looking  to  ottier  nations  for  sui^ival 
instead  of  to  the  God  of  heaven  shows 
how  true  the  words  of  |he  prophets 

Life  and  Work 


had  become.  They  were  finished  as  a 
nation. 

A  son  of  Jehoiakim,  named 
Jehoiachin,  became  king  as  Babylon 
took  over  from  Egypt  the  power  in 
that  region  (24:7).  The  remembered 
act  of  his  reign  was  that  he  surren¬ 
dered  and  became  the  prisoner  of  the 
king  of  Babylon  along  with  selected 
others  (11-12).  This  resulted  in  the 
partial  destruction  of  the  treasures  of 
the  temple  and  palace  and  the  captiv¬ 
ity  of  Judah’s  most  able  people  (13- 
16). 

The  king  of  Babylon  made 
Zedekiah  (Mattaniah)  king. 
Zedekiah  rebelled  against  Babylon 
(24:20).  This  led  to. the  final  siege  of 
Jerusalem  by  Nebuchadnezzar 
(25:1).  The  food  supply  failed  and  the 
king  and  his  warriors  fled  to  the 
Arabah  (land  near  the  Jordan,  in  this 
case)  while  the  Babylonians  (called 
Chaldeans  in  vss.  4  and  5)  surrounded 
the  city.  He  and  his  men  were  cap¬ 
tured  near  Jericho  and  taken  to  Rib¬ 
lah,  which  had  become  the  military 
headquarters  of  Nebuchadnezzar. 
Here  Zedekiah’s  sons  are 
slaughtered  before  his  eyes  and  then 
his  eyes  put  out.  His  last  visual  mem¬ 
ory  would  be  this  tragedy.  He  is  taken 
captive  to  Babylon. 

Verses  8-21  describe  the  final  de¬ 
struction  of  Jerusalem  and  more 
sadly,  the  final  destruction  of  the 
temple.  "The  religious  leaders  (v.  18) 
and  the  political  and  military  leaders 
which  remained  (v.  19)  were  led 
away  and  killed  in  Riblah. 


II.  The  symbolic  aftermath  (25:22- 
30) 

Gedaliah  (a  grandson  of  Sha[riian 
who  was  part  of  Josiah’s  reform 
against  evil)  becomes  governor  (not 
king).  He  stands  as  a  symbol  of  the 
good  of  Josiah’s  reform.  He  was  a 
friend  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah  (Jer. 
24:26).  His  attitude  was  one  of  con¬ 
ciliation  and  acceptance  of  their  in¬ 
evitable  captivity  in  Babylon  (v.  24). 
This  last  symbol  of  reform  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  God’s  judgment  is  struck 
down  by  a  rebel  band  led  by  Ishmael 
(V.  25),  and  the  rebels  flee  for  safety 
to  Egypt.  There  is  nothing  left  of 
God’s  influence  in  Judah.  God’s 
people  are  a  nation  within  their  own 
borders  no  longer. 

And,  of  all  things,  the  captive  king 
Jehoiachin,  is  permitted  a  conclusion 
to  his  life  which  pictures  him  as  a 
comfortable  capfive  eating  at  the 
foreign  king’s  table  and  dependent 
upon  the  king  of  Babylon  for  his 
sustenance.  Judah  has  fallen!  Her 
captive  king  accommodates  to  Baby¬ 
lon!  What  a  tragic  conclusion  to 
God’s  once  great  people. 

III.  The  certain  lessons 

Internal  moral  and  spiritual  weak¬ 
ness  bring  their  destructive  result 
sooner  or  later.  Reform  without  true 
repentance  cannot  halt  the  relentless 
march  of  God’s  eternal  purpose  in  the 
world.  Evil  destroys.  Always! 

(jod  always  wants  better  for  his 
people  than  we  often  permit.  Living 
for  him  is  history. 


Jesus  chose  his  disciples  that  he 
might  train  them,  teach  them,  and 
prepare  them  for  continuing  his 
work  after  his  return  to  heaven,  and 
his  withdrawal  here  with  his  disci¬ 
ples  may  well  have  been  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  free  from  interference  from 
Herod  ancrthe  Pharisees.  One  of  the 
methods  that  he  used  was  to  ask 
questions  that  would  cause  them  to 
arrive  at  the  truth  for  themselves. 
Our  lesson  this  week  deals  with  what 
was  undoubtedly  the  most  important 
of  these. 

The  pertinent  question  (8:27-30). 
This  question  that  Jesus  asked  so 
many  years  ago  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  most  used  texts  of  preachers  and 
evangelists  in  every  generation, 
“Who  is  Jesus  in  our  world  today?’’ 
One  can  well  undertand  the  confusion 
in  those  first  years.  He  preached  a 
message  that  was  unique  in  any  age, 
and  he  performed  miracles  beyond 
the  ability  of  other  men. 

Since  the  incarnation  staggers  the 
imagination,  people  would  naturally 
assume  that  he  was  some  superhu¬ 
man  person  or  a  resurrected  notable 
like  John  the  Baptist  or  Isaiah.  The 
question  was  not  asked  for  informa¬ 
tion,  as  both  he  and  his  disciples  al¬ 
ready  knew  the  answer.  Those  who 
are  to  follow  Jesus,  though,  must 
consider  what  the  worlcf  will  say  to 
avoid  being  swayed  by  well-sounding 
but  incorrect  ideas.  'Hiere  are  those 
persons  ia these  days,  even  so-called 
scholars,  who  deny  the  deity  of 
Christ,  brand  him  a  radical  re¬ 
volutionary,  or  even  pronounce  him  a 
fraud. 

There  was,  and  is,  a  still  more  im- 


jected  Clirist  because  he  did  not  fit 
the  mold  that  they  had  anticipated. 
The  modern  age,  like  Peter,  fre¬ 
quently  sought  to  have  a  savior  with¬ 
out  the  suffering  and  blood  element, 
but  such  is  not  to  be.  Death  must  be 
overcome,  and  sin  must  be  defeated. 
For  this  purpose,  Jesus  chose  to 
come  and  die  on  the  Cross.  He  is  still 
considered  many  things  by  many 
people,  but  he  is  still  the  one  who  was 
bom  a  Savior,  Christ  the  Lord. 

The  demands  of  discipleship 
(8:34-38 ).  The  call  to  follow  Jesus  is  to 
total  commitment  and  involves  not 
only  the  disciples  but  “whosoever” 
will  come  after  him.  Following  Jesus 
is  a  voluntary  act  of  the  individual 
who  accepts  the  way  of  Christ  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  cost.  Just  as  Jesus 
submitted  himself  to  the  cross,  so 
must  one  willingly  continue  faithful 
under  all  circumstance.  In  the  case  of 
the  disciples,  this  was  to  cost  some  of 
.  them  their  lives.  Though  we  may  not 
be  in  such  danger  today,  our  com¬ 
mitment  should  be  less.  Tltoprinciple 
that  one  gains  his  life  by  giving  it  or 
receives  by  giving  remains  true 
today  in  any  degree  of  sacrifice.  The 
world  is  filled  with  people  who  have 
sold  their  self-respect,  their  honor, 
their  very  souls  for  material  things, 
only  to  find  that  their  lives  are  still 
empty  and  happiness  fleeting.  What 
one  HAS  will  ultimately  be  taken 
away;  what  one  IS  is  his  forever. 
Someone  has  said,  ‘“That  man  is  no 
fool  who  gives  up  that  which  he  can¬ 
not  keep  to  gain  that  which  he  cannot 
lose.” 


Interpreting  his  death 

By  Gerald  P.  Buckley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Natchez 


A  time  of  crisis  will  usually  reveal 
the  true  character  of  a  person. 
Nowhere  do  we  learn  more  about  the 
character  of  Jesus  than  in  the  crisis 
of  his  rejection  and  crucifixion.  This 
lesson  deals  with  the  last  hours  of 
Jesus  before  his  arrest  and  cruel 
death.  Through  the  institution  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  he  sought  to  aid  his 
disciples  in  understanding  his  death. 

The  Lord’s  Supper  needs  to  be 
magnified  in  many  Baptist  churches. 
For  far  too  many,  it  is  arT ordinance 
tacked  on  to  the  end  of  a  regular  ser¬ 
vice.  If  we  understand  the  real  sig¬ 
nificance,  the  Lord’s  Supper  would 
become  one  of  the  high  hours  of  wor¬ 
ship.  May  we  strive  to  make  the 
Lord’s  Supper  more  meaningful  in 
our  lives  and  churches. 

I.  The  preparation  (Mark  14:12) 

Wednesday  had  been  a  quiet  day  at 
Bethany.  The  next  day,  Thursday, 
the  disciples  inquired  about  where 
Jesus  wanted  them  to  prepare  the 
Passover  meal. 

The  Passover  was  an  important 
feast  to  the  Jews.  It  celebrated  the 
passing  over  of  the  Hebrew  houses  in 


Mark  14:1-52 

to  do.  They  were  to  follow  a  man  car¬ 
rying  a  pitcher  of  water.  In  New  Tes¬ 
tament  times,  a  man  bearing  water 
in  a  pitcher  would  stand  out.  This 
man  would  point  out  the  place  where 
they  were  to  have  the  meal. 

That  evening  Jesus  and  his  disci¬ 
ples  gathered  to  eat  the  Passover.  It 
is  worth  noting  that  they  gathered  in 
an  upper  room.  They  were  above  the 
street  level  and  away  from  the  clat¬ 
ter  and  clamor  of  the  crowd.  All  of  us 
need  to  find  a  quiet  place  away  from 
the  crowd. 

Preparation  is  crucial  to  every 
venture  in  life.  The  disciples  could 
not  face  the  crisis  that  lay  ahead 
without  proper  preparation. 

Our  church  sponsors  a  camp  each 
year  for  children  in  grades  two 
through  six.  We  have  about  120  chil¬ 
dren  in  attendance.  We  have  learned 
that  it  is  impossible  to  have  an  effec¬ 
tive  worship  service  with  these 
youngsters  unless  we  make  good 
preparation.  The  method  that  works 
for  us  is  to  give  each  child  a  guide 
sheet.  They  are  not  to  speak  a  single 
word  after  getting  their  sheet.  They 


because  each  child  has  prepared 
himself  by  being  quiet  and  •  eceptive. 
The  disciples  prepared  by  gathering 
in  that  upper  room. 

II.  The  institution  of  the  Lord’s  sup¬ 
per  (Mark  14:22-28) 

They  gathered  in  that  upper  room 
to  eat  the  Passover  meal  that  pointed 
back  to  the  nation’s  deliverance  from 
economic  and  political  bondage  in 
Egypt.  During  this  meal  Jesus  insti¬ 
tuted  a  new  meal  pointing  to  a  grea¬ 
ter  deliverance— deliverance  from 
the  bondage  of  sin  and  death. 

Can  you  imagine  the  closeness  of 
fellowship  in  that  upper  room?  Here 
were  Jesus  and  the  disciples,  and  the 
end  was  drawing  near.  The  time  of 
his  departure  was  at  hand.  And  the 
great  events  surrounding  the  cross 
were  just  beginning.  There  was  a 
closeness  among  those  present.  Each 
time  we  come  to  the  Lord’s  table  we 
ought  to  feel  a  part  of  something  big¬ 
ger  than  we  are. 

It  is  possible  to  get  so  involved  in 
church  activities  that  we  can  forget 
the  main  thrust  of  what  the  Christian 
faith  is  all  about.  Each  time  we  re¬ 
ceive  that  bit  of  bread  we  should  re- 


portant  question  that  must  be 
answered,  “Who  is  Jesus  to  YOU?” 
The  answer  of  Peter  that  he  was  the 
(Christ  means  that  he  is  the  Anointed 
by  God  or  the  Promised  Messiah.  He 
is  the  fulfillment  of  all  of  those  beaut¬ 
iful  prophecies  of  Isaiah  and  others  in 
the  Old  Testament.  This  is  the  faith 
that  they  must  have  if  they  are  to  re¬ 
main  steadfast  in  the  days  ahead, 
and  it  is  the  message  that  they  are  tp 
proclaim  to  the  world  as  disciples. 

The  dramatic  disclosure  (8:31-33). 
Since  his  asking  the  question  was  to 
make  sure  that  the  disciples  under¬ 
stood,  it  seems  strange  that  he  then 
told  them  not  to  tell  anyone.  This 
Messianic  Secret  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  he  knew  the  hearts  of  men 
and  neither  needed  nor  desired  the 
superficial  praise  of  insincere  people 
who  would  have  flocked  to  him  out  of 
curiosity  and  for  personal  physical 
gain.  His  Messiahship  cannot  be  un¬ 
derstand  apart  from  the  cross.  In 
clear  words,  he  gave  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  his  suffering,  death,  and  re¬ 
surrection. 

Lacking  an  explanation  of  these 
events,  Peter,  who  loved  the  moun- 
taintop  experiences,  rebuked  CSirist 
and  was  rebuked  by  C!hrist  in  return. 
Much  of  the  world  in  that  day  re- 


Egypt  by  God’s  death  angel,  and  go  outdoors  with  their  Bible  and  member  anew  the  body  that  was  bro-  thingbutthebloodof  Jesus.  What  can 
commemorated  the  deliverance  of  guide  sheets  They  do  not  sit  any  ken  on  Calvary.  Each  time  we  con-  make  us  whole  again?  Nothing  but 


the  Hebrews  from  their  Egyptian  closer  than  ten  yards  to  anyone  else,  sume  that  fruit  of  the  vine  it  ought  to  the  blood  of  Jesus.  It  is  at  the  cross 


slavery. 


After  about  ten  minutes,  they  return  remind  us  of  the  blood  that  was  spil-  that  one  realizes  his  unworthiness. 


Jesus  responded  to  the  question  by  to  the  meeting  place  without  speak-  led  for  our  salvation.  Teels  the  burden  of  guilt,  and  receives 

telling  Peter  and  John  exactly  what  ing  a  word.  ’The  worship  is  effective  What  can  wash  away  our  sins?  No-  the  assurance  of  forgiveness. 


We  have  become  so  engrossed  in  the 
work  ol  the  Lord  that  we  have  forgot¬ 
ten  the  Lord  of  the  work  .—A.  W.  Tozer . 

The  reason  some  men  do  not  suc¬ 
ceed  is  that  their  wishbone  is  where 
their  backbone  ought  to  be. 


Friendship  is  a  silent  gentleman 
that  makes  no  parade.  The  true  heart 
dances  no  hornpipe  on  the  tongue. 
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